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AN 



HISTORrCAL DESCRIPTION 



OF THE 



T OWE R of LONDON 



AND ITS 



CURIOSITIES. 

Giving an Account 



I. Of its Foundation, gra- 
dual Encreafe, and pre- 
fent State. 

If. Of its Government, 
CttHoms, and Privile- 
gea. 

III. Of its Ahtlqixitic©, 
Records, and Curiofi- 
t jes. 

I¥. Of the Lions and o- 
ther wild fieafis kept 
there; their Nature and 
Properties. 

V. Of the Spoils of the 
Spanijh AxmzidA i with 
the Hiftory of the Spa- 
wy^Invafionin 1588* 

VI. Of the Small Armory : 
in which at one View 
may by Teen Arms for 
80,000 Men. 

VII. Of the Royal Train 



of Artillery; compre* 
hending the . various 
Engines of DeHru^on 
ufed in War. 
Vlll.pfthe Horfe-armo- 
ry; with curious Anec- 
dotes relating to the 
Kings that lit liere on 
Horfeback in full Ar- 
mour, from William the 
Conqueror J to the htt 
K. George, 

IX. Of the Jewel-Office, 
and the Regalia, ufed 
at the Coronation of 
our Kings ; and the 
Story at large of Col. 
B hod's attempting to 
fteal away the Crown. 

X. Of the Mint, and the 
Manner of ftamping. 
Money. 



Written chiefly to dire£l the Attention of Spedlators to- 
what is mod curious in this Repofitory ; and to en- 
able them afterwards to relate what they hav^feen. 
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PREFACE. 



Z'O he defirotts of viewing the Antiquities and 
Rarities of our Country is alhwed by all* 
to he a laudable Curio ftty ; to point them 
out therefore to the Inquifstiver and to direSi 
their Attention to tboje^ things that heft de-^ 
feroe Notice^ cannot be denied its Degree of 
Merit. 

y'Af Tower of London^ for the antique Re- 
mains that are there ireafured up^ has been^ 
V< /or many Agespafi the- common Refort of Fo* 
reignersyas weU as Natives j but the general 
Complaint^ that the Mind j being croudedwitb 
too many Obje&s at once^ cannot dijlinguifi^ 
amidfi fo great a Variety^ what is worthy to 
he dwelt upon^ and what is not ; andtheHur* 
ry with which Strangers are conduced by their 
Guides from one Thing to another^ occajioned by 
the Numbers that are hourly fiocking thither 
[ to be entertained^ has afforded Matter ofDif- 

gufi to many^ To remove this Complaint there- 

fore 
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fore^ and to enable every Perfon to direS bim^ 
felf in the Choice of bis ObjeSs^ this little 
^ook is now offered to tie Public ; which ^ In 
other RefpeUs likewife, will not wholly be 
without its Ufe\ for by comparing^ as the 
Reader has here an Opportunity of doings the 
traditional Stories of the Guides^ with the 
hifiorical Facts to which they relate^ he will be 
naturally led to imprint this ufefpl Obfirvati- 
on fir only on his Mind^ hoiicyl^e he ought 
to truft to Memory in things tKat are of Im- 
portance enough to be believed, and how 
careful to commit to Writing all hisGoncerns^ 
that on any future Occafion. he could wilh 
to be remembered. 

// were impertinent^ to trouble the Reader 
voith a longer Preface on a Subject that 9 ta 
fpme, may appear immaterial \ J fiall con^ 
elude i therefore^ withobfervingy that Pahu^ 
has been taken to exanme every FaSt to which ^ 
the Traditions at the Tower have any AUufioni^ 
to illuftrafe them where tbrf are obfcwre^ to^ 
fupply them where they are defeSive \ and to^ 
correSl them where they are erroneous* Andx 
hftdes^ we have introduced Anecdotes ferti* 
nent totheSubjeSl^ wherever Opportunity offer * 
ed^ in order to render the Whole enteriaimng^ 
and ufeful. 
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A N 

Historical ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

TOWER of LONDON 

AND ITS 

CURIOSITIES. 



TH E Foundation of the Tower of Ldn^ 
doHy according to the moft authentic 
Records, was marked out, and that 
Part of the Building called the fFbitg 
Tower ^ eredlcd by fViUiam the Conqueror in the 
Year 1076, with a View, no Doubt, to fecurc 
to himfelf aiui'his Followers a fafe Retreat, in Cafe 
of any Surprize from the Englijh while be was 
employed in fettling the Gowrnment of his new 
Conquefts. That this was the Deiign of raiiing 
it, appears from its Situation, its Extent, and its 
Communication with the River Thames^ from 
whence \i oiight be fiippUed witfa al) Kinds of 
A ' Succours 
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2 Of the TowEif, tiniUs Curiofitics. 

Succours of Men, Provifions, and Military Stores* 
But how it could command <he City, the Bridge, 
^md the River, fo^arly as WHlram the Conqueror's 
Time, before the Ufe of Guns, as Mr. Gutherie 
has aflcrted, I muft own.I cannot apprehend. And 
I believe, whoever views it attentively, even in 
its prefent Circumftances, will agree with me, 
that it vr^s rather planned for a Place of Defence 
than Offence. But to return. The Death of the 
Conqueror in 1088, about eight Years after this 
Fortrefs was begun, put a Stop to the - Progrefs 
of the Work for a While, and left the Comple- 
tion of it to that great Genius in Geometrical 
Knowledge, William Rufus^ Son to fyilliam the 
Conqueror, vi^ho in 1098, furrounded it with 
Walls, and fortified it with a broad and deep 
Ditch ; fmce his Time indeed the Number of 
Buildings within the Walls has been gradually 
and greatly encreafed, fo that k feems now rather 
a Town than a Fortrefs. It {hould be remarked, 
that this laft mentioned Monarch built PFe/imin- 
fter-Hall alfo, at that Time the Admiration of all 
Europe, 

The Tower is perhaps the beft chofen Situati- 
on for fuch a Fortrefs, of any in the Wor*d. It 
lies to the Eaftward of London^ near enough to 
cover that opulent City from Invafiort,by Water, 
being 800 Yards only from theBrid'^e; and to the 
North of the River T&^7;«^f, from which it is parted 
by a narrow Ditch, and a convenient Wharf, to 
which it has a Communication by a Drawbridge 
foivthe readier iffuing and receiving Ammunition, 
Naval or Military Stores. This Wharf is now 
mounted with upwards of 60 Pieces of heavy 
Cannon, chiefly ufed to fire upon Days of Sute. 
Parrallelto the Wharf, wkbin the Walls, n a 
.Platform 70 Yards in t-ength, called the Ladies 

Line 
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0/ ibe TcwiR ^ and Us Curiofitiej. 5 

Line, becaufe much frequented by the Ladies in 
the Summer, as within^ it is (haded v^^ith a lofty 
Row of I'rces, zr\6 without^ it has a delightful 
Profpcft of the Shipping, with Boats palling and 
rcpaffing on the River Thames, You afcend this 
Line bv Stone Steps, and being once upon it you 
may walk almoft round the Walls of the Tower 
widiout Interruption, and inyour Courfe will paft' 
three Batteries, the firft called the Devil's Battery, 
where is alfo a Platform on which are mounted fe- 
venPttces of Canncn,'tho* on the Battery itfelf arc 
only five; the next is called the Stone Battery, and 
is defended by eight Pieces of Cannon ; and the 
third and laft is called the Wooden Battery, mount* 
ed with fix Pieces of Cannon s all thefe are nine 
Poundera. 

• The principal Entrance into the Tower, is by 
aGate to the Weft, large enough to admit Coaches 
and heavy Carriages ; but thefe are firft admitted 
through an outer Gate, ajpd muft pafs a ftout 
Stone Bridge, built over the Ditch, before they 
can approach the main Entrance. There is befidcs, 
an Entrance for Perfons on Foot, over theDraw* 
bridge already mentioned, to the Wharf, which 
Wharf is only divided from the main Land by 
Gates at each End, open'd every Day at a cer* 
tain Hour for the Convenience of a free Intercourfe 
between the rcfpedive Inhabitants of the Tower, 
the City, and its Suburbs. There is alfo a Water* 
gate, commonly called Traitors Gate, thro* wliich 
jt has been cuftomary to convey Traitors and o- 
thcr State Prifoners to or from the Tower, perhaps 
for greater Privacy, and which is feldom opened 
on any other Occaiion 5 but the Lords committed 
tOrthe Tower on Account of the late Rebellion 
were puWickly admitted at the main Entrance. 
Over this Gate is a regular Building terminated 
A 2 at 
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4 Of the Tower, and Us Curiolkies; 

at each End by two Baftions, or round Towers, ott 
which are Embrafures for pointing Cannon, but 
there are at prefent none mounted. In this 
Building there are the Infirmary, the Mill, and 
Waterworks that fupply the Tower with Water. 
At the Opening and Shutting thepri^icipal Gate 
Night and Morning, great Ceremony is obfcrved : 
A little before Six m the Morning iaSuisuner, and 
as foon as well light in the Winter, the Yeoman 
Porter goes to the Uovernor's Houfe for the Keysy 
from whence he proceeds to the innermoft Gate^ 
attended by a Serjeant and fix Men from the 
Main^guaidi this Gate being opened to let tbem. 
paTa, i^ ag^m fhut, while the Yeoman Pbrtet 
and tho^Gaard proceed to opeiLthv three outermoft 
Gates, at each of which the Guards reft theif 
Firelocks, as do the Spour Guard while the Kieys. 
pafs and repais* Upon the Yeoman Pbrter's TL» 
tujrn to the innermoft Gate, he calls to the Wai* 
ders in Waiting, to take in King Geor^e^s Keys^ 
upon which the Gate is opened, and the Keyt 
lodged in the Warders Hall tiB the Time of Lock^ 
ing, which is ufually about ten or eleven at Night, 
with the iarae Formality as when opened; after 
they are (hut, the Yeoman and Guard proceed to 
the Main Guard, who are all under Arms with the 
Oficera upoo Duty at their Head, the ufual 
Chaknge from the Main Guard to the Yeoman 
Porter is, who tomes there f Us Anfwer is^ thi 
JCeyf* The Chalemger fays, pafs^ K$y$ ; upoii 
which the Officer orders the Guar* to reft their 
Firelocks, the Yeoman Porter then fays, Gidfsm 
Khg^ George, ^^nnty is loudiy anfwered by atti 
ihe^Guardt' From the Main Guard the Yeoman 
Porter with his Guard proceeds to the GovernorX 
where ^he Kcy$ are left; after which no Perfon caa 
gp OMt or come in upon aay Pretence whatfoever 

till 
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Of the Tower, and its Curioruies. 5 
till next Morning, without the Watchword for 
.the Night, which is kept fo fecret that nond but 
the proper Officers, ani the Serjeant upon Guard, 
ever come to the Knowledge of it ; for it is the 
fame on the fame Night in every fortify'd Place 
throughout the Kind's Dominions. When that 
is given by any Stranger, to the Centinel at the 
Spur Guard (or outer Gate) he communicates it 
t.) his Serjeant who paffes it to the next on Duty, 
and fo on till it comes to the Governor, or com- 
manding Ofllcer, by whom the Keys are delivered 
to the Yeoman Porter, who, attended as before^ 
the Main Guard being put under Arms, brings 
^hem to the outer Gate, where the Stranger is ad- 
flitted, and condu6i^ed to the Commandant. Hav- 
ing made known his Bufinefs, he is recondufted 
to the outer Gate, difmffed, the Gate fhut, and 
the Keys re-delrvered with all the Formality as at 
4rft. 

The> principal Officers to whom the Govern- 
ment and Caire of the Tower is committed, are, 
firft, the Confiable of the Tower ^ who is ufually of 
the higheft Quality, as his Poll at all Coronations- 
and other State Ceremonies is of the utmoft Im- 
portance, having the Crown and other Regalia in^ 
his Cuftody ^ ' he has under him, a Lieutenant, ainl 
a Deputy Lieutenant, commonly called Governor, 
whofe Offices are likcwife of great Dignity ; a 
Tower Major, Gentleman Porter, Yeoman Por- 
ter, Gentleman Goaler, four Quarter Gunners, 
and forty Warders, whofe Uniform is the fame 
with the King^s Yeomen of the Guard : Upon 
their Heads they wear round 'flat*crowned Caps, 
tied round with Bands o£ par ty-coloured Ribbands : 
Their Coats are of a pecul iar make, but very be- 
coming, with large Sleeves, and ftewing Skirts^ and 
are of fine Scarlet Qotb, laced round the Edges and 
. ' A3. Sc3m»i 
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6 Of ibe TowiR, BttdiUs euribfitks. 

Seams with feveral Rows of Gold Lace ; and girt 
round their Waifts with a^ broad laced Girdle. 
Upon their Breaftsand Backa they wear die King's 
Silver Badge, repiefenting the Thiftle and Rofe^ 
on which are the Letters G. B. in Capitals. 

Be fides thefc and ojther inferior DDoieftic OfS^-^ 
cers, if I may be allowed ta call them fo, there- 
is al^a}s a Battalion of Foot Guards on. Diity, 
here, qjiartered in barracks,, which being greatly 
out of Repair, are now rebuilding.. 

The principal Buildings within the Walls, are 
the Church, the White T?Qwer, the Offices of 
Ordnance, of the Mint, of the Keepers of the 
Records, the Jewel Office, the Horfe Armory^^ 
the grand Store Houfe, the new or fniall Armory,.. 
Handfome Houfes for the chief Officers residing in. 
the Tower, with many Iclfer Houfes^ for th« 
meaner Officers, and Barracka for the Soldiers on^ 
Duty there, befide$ Prifons for State Dclinquent$,^„ 
which aie commonly the Warders Houfes. 
* The Church has nothing extraordinary bdong* 
ingtoit. 

The White Tower^ is. a large fqi^are irregular 
Building, fituatealmoft in, the Center, no.one Side 
^fwering to another ; nor arc any of its Watdi^ 
Xowcrs, of which there are. four thjit ornamenik 
the Top, built alike j one of thefe Towers is no^ 
fjonverced into an Obfervatory, and indeed feems , 
well fituat^d for the Purpofe. 

The Building itfclf confifts erf three very lofty 
Stories, under which are moft^fj^adousand^cora-* 
modious Vaults, now chiefiy filled i»ith SaltJPc** 
ter i and cov-ered at Top with flat L^s,. from, 
whence there is.aaextenfiye and^ddightful Prof^ 

P^a. 

In the firft Story are two noble Rooms, one of 
which is a fmall Armory for tbe.Sca-Scrvice, hav- 
ing 
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kng varioue-Sorte of Arms very Curioufly laid up 
m it for mere than ro^pao Seamen. In the other 
Room are Clofets* and Prdles in Abundance^ all' 
filled vnih warlike Tools and Inftrumente of 
Death vMthpu^ Kumber. Over thcfe are two others 
Floors, one filled prmctpally with Arms; tbeother 
with Arms and ATmourers: Tools ; fuch as QYitf 
vaux d« Frize> Pickaxes, Spades, and Shovels.— 
In the upper Story is fcept Mktch, Sheep- Skins^ 
tann'd Hide», Q^c And in a little Room fome 
Records^ containing perhaps the antient Ufages^ 
and Privileges of the Towen Ki thia Tower 
are likewiffe kept Models of the new-inventei 
Enpnos of D«ftru£Hoh that have from Time tp 
Time been preTented to the Government. 

On the Top of thia Tower is a large Clftem op 
Refervoii^for fupplying the whole Garrifon witl^^ 
Water in C&fe of Need ; it is about fevcn Feet: 
deep, nine- in Breadth, and about 60. in tength^. 
and b filled from the Thames by Mtans of anXn- 
gihe very ingcnioufly centrivedfor that Purpofe, p^, 
whidi we have already fpokeni 

The Office of Ordnance is fcept in Gdld Har^ 
ioup \, to yAAch OfficeallothcrOffiges for fup-» 
Inlying. ArtiHcryy Armr,, Ammunition,^ or oth«f 
vmrUfce Stowa to any Part of his Majefly VDoml-, 
nions, are accountable ;; and from which Office 
aQ Orders- for the Difpcdfhicto of wiuiike MaterL^ 
als-fbr ev«ry Kind of Serviise areiffiied. 

TheiMint* b alfo a fcparate Divifion, whicfr 
comprehends near one- Third of the Tower, and, 
contains Houfes for all the (tiperior aj^d. ilubordl^' 
nate OfScers belon^ng to the Cbinage^ 

The^ Officeof Keeper of the Recbrdsb 0^£0^ 
&e the Ratform already defcribc^d. It has lately^ 
Jicetiadomod with ^rfinc carved Stone 0oor-Car^ 

at 
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« Ofthi Tower, and its Curiofities. 

at the Entrance, and finely wainfcotted within. 
All the Rolls from King John to the Beginning 
of the Reign of Richard III. are repofited in 56 
Wainfcot Prcffes in this Office j thofc fince that 
Time are kept at the Rolls in Chancery- Lane. 
The Rolls and Records kept in the Tower con- 
tain» the antient Tenures of all the Lands in Eng* 
land with a Survey of the Manors 5 the Original 
of all Laws and Statutes y the Rights of England 
to the Dominion of the Britijb Seas ; Leagues 
and Treaties with Foreign Princes 5 the Atchieve- 
inents of England in Foreign Wars ; ancient 
Grants of our Kings to their Subjefts 5 the Forms 
of Submiffion of the Scottijh Kings ; Writs and 
"Froceedbgs of the Courts of Common Law and 
Equity ; the Settlement of Intend as to Law and 
I^ominion ^ Privileges and Immunities granted , 
to all Cities and Corporations during the Period 
icforc^mentioned : With m^ny other important 
Records 5 all regularly difpofed by the Diligence 
of Sir William Vugdale and others undfr his Di- 
jcfiioni and properly referred to in near a Thbu-y 
fand Folio Indexes. A Search here is Haifa Gul- 
nea^ for which you may perufe any one Subjeift a 
Year. In the Months of December ^ January, and 
February ^\s Office is open only fix Hours a-Day^ 
%\xx. all the reft of the Year eight. 
^ The Jewel Office is a dark, ftrong Stone Room 
about twenty Yards to the Eaftward of the grand. 
Store-houfe^ The Regalia kept in this Oifice 
will be fpoken of when we come to treat of the 
Curiofities in the Tower. 

The Horfe Armory is a little Eaftward of die. 
Wliite Tower. \ It is a plain Brick Building ra- 
tfcer convenient than elegant, lu Contents arc 
li^ewife aaK>ng the Curiofities ccn^m<>nly (hewn. 



at. 
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Of the Tower, and its Ciirioffric^. 9. 

at the Tower ; and therefore will be diftin£tly 
defcribed hereafter. 

The grand Store Houfe is % notle Buildmg td^ 
the Northward of the White Tower, and extends 
in Length 245 Feet, in Breadth 60. It was be- 
gun by K. yames 11. and by that Prince built to 
the firfl: Floor; but finifhed by K. fPilliamy yrho 
crefted that magnificent Room called the New on 
Small j^morXf in which he with Q-Mary his 
Conf6rt dined in great Form, having aFl the War- 
rant Workmen and Labourers to attend them,, 
dreffed in white Gloves and Aprons, the ufual 
Badges of the Order of Free Mafonry^ This no^ 
ble Strufture is of Brick and Stone, and on th^i 
North Side is aftately Door-cafe adorned witJf 
four Columns, Entablature,^ and Triangular Pfedi^ 
w^&at of the Dorick Order. Under the Pediment 
arc the King's Arms wHh Enrichments or Tro- 
phy Work very ornam^ntah 

The- other Buildings within the Tower, hav-J 
ing nothing remarkable, we (hall proceed to thd 
Defcripcion of thofe Curiofities that ace ufuallj. 
Ihewn to Strangers at certain Rates. 



Of the Lions and other WM 
Beajh m the Tower. 

THE firlf Thing a Stranger ufuaMy goe^ 
to fee, whofe Cunofity leads him to view 
thtRareties fn the Tower, is the wild Beafts 5 as 
by thw Sit^atioI|.they fifft prefent themfelvcs ;, 

fpr. 
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10 Of the Tower, and Us Curiofitie*. 

for when you have entered the outer Gate, and 
pafled what is called the Spur Guard, you will fee 
the Keeper's Houfe juft before you, which you 
will know by the Figure of a Lion being placed 
againft the Wall, and over the Door where you 
are to enter is another Figure of a Lion ; there 
you rine, and for Sixpence each Perfon, you will 
prefenily gain Admittance, and will be fhewn 
fuch a noble ColleiStion of wild Creatures as is 
well worth any Peifon's While to fpend a few 
Minutes in admiring. 

At your Entrance you are carried into a Range 
of Dens in the Form of a Half Moon, fome of 
tbem empty, and fome of them inhabited by Li- 
oiiefres of different Ages and Accomplifhments. 

The firft they fliew you is* named Dido, a 
Princefs now in the Bloom of her Youtfi, being 
(ix Ye^rs of Age, and extremely handfome. The 
Keeper affured me flie was ftill a Virgin, and 
therefore her Story cannot be expeded to afford 
mjjch EBtcrtainment. 

But the next is a Lionels, who(e Amours', were 
we capable of communicating a full.Detail of them 
to ^he Public, would afford a lively Pifhire of 
fome Adventures in high Life, which are per- 
haps no lefs criminal, tho' lefs confpicuous ; for 
if muff* be owned that Puit lis, (for fo this oH 
Queen is called,) has never been very nice in Point 
of Ceremony, but has fubmitted to be thtice made 
a "Mother, without once4nfifting on the Celebra- 
tion of the matrimonial Rites. Whether there 
be any Precedents to authorize this licentious 
Conduft of hers in the Story of others 6f her Roy- 
al Rank, is not our Bufinefs to enquire j but the 
Perfon who attends you will warrant that all her 
Iffue, which have been no lefs than nine in Num- 
ber, were the true and genuine Progeny of one 

beftial 
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beftial Monarch named Marco, to whom {he 
was inflexibly true till his Death j a Quality per- 
haps wanting in feme of the nobler Species of the 
fiune Sex, tho' more firmly united to their Con- 
fbrts by folemn Ob^gdtions. She is now 40 
Years of Age, and the Oldeft that ever was known 
to live in the Tower, tho' it is more than 50a 
'Years fince thefe Sort of Bcafts firft began' to be? 
kept there. Of her Iflue Nero lived to the Age 
of ten, and died about two Years ago : and Nan- 
cy lived to the Age of twenty. Thefe werd 
both brought up in the Tower, at great Expence 
and Care ; for hardly any Creature is fo tender* 
when young as a Lion's Whelp, nbtwithftanding' 
the great Strength of thofe Animals when grown 
to Maturity. In this Country they would infal- 
libly perifh, if they were not immediately taken 
from their Dams as foon a^ whelped, and it 19 
remarkable that in Barbary where they are a Part 
of the wild Inhabitants of the Wo >d8 and Forrefts, 
many of them die in breeding their Teeth, and 
that too in ftrong Convulfions. Thofe nurfed in 
the Tower, were kepttwdve Months in a warm 
Room, and fed moftly with Milk Diet before 
they were putin Dens; they were as gentle as Lambs 
when about five or fix Weeks old, but it was ob- 
served their favage Nature encreafed gradually 
with their Growth, which at three Years was at 
the Full, and then they were as fierce as thofe* 
brought from abroad. 

An anonymous Author gives this Account of 
Niro^ ** That when he was two Years old he 
" was mdeeda very beautiful Creature, and ex* 
** ceedingly well educated ; for, fays he, upoii' 
" my expreffing'a Defire of vifiting his Lodg- 
*< ings, at a Word's Speaking he. marched down 
*♦ with great Condcfcefltion from his upper into 

• " his 
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^< his lower Apartment, a»d gave roe the Oppoiv 
^* tunity of entering his Den ; where having fa- 
** tisfied my Cunofity in viewing his Dining^ 
<* room. Kitchen, and Bed-chamber ; htb Man- 
«< ner of Living ; parucular Ceremonies in Eat- 
*« ing. Drinking) -fefe. at ray Departure from 
^ thence he wovild fain have took me by the 
«< Hand, but our Acquaintance being but flender^ 
^ I declined acceptaui^ fo great a Mark of his 
<« Friendfliip, till I had known him better. Upon 
<< the Keeper's putting into his Den a Piece of 
« Lights, he feeroingly took very Kttle Notice ^ 
<< of it, but couch'd down on his BeDy, with his 
«< Fore- feet out, Uke a Cat that is going to leaf 
<< at a Moufe ; and in an Inftant gave a fudden 
<* Spring from the fartheft Side of the Den^ 
^< and f eized it with amaa^ing Fiercenefs." Nan- 
j|y it feems was more (by, and would admit c^ no 
Familiarity with Strangers ; and was look'd upon 
s^ the fierceft Beaft in the^ower. 

The third Bcaft you areflicwn is named HeUen^ 
and is but fevcn Years old j a Virgin indeed, but 
ready to be matched to the firft Suitor. 

The fourth is Pompey, the fineft and ktrgeft 
Lion ever feen in England^ fix Years old^ of a no- 
ble and majeftic Appearance. His Look ftrikes 
the ftouteft Beholder with aftoni(hing Awe. / His 
Head is large, beiog covered with a long ibagged 
Mane that reaches to his Shoulders ; and, in my 
Opinion, adds rather to the Terror than Majcfty 
<A his Countenance ; for his Eyes being very fiery 
and far fetlnto his Head, and darting as it were a 
Kind of red Flame, thro* his long, fliaggy^ and 
4iibevelled Hair, excites fuch an Idea of Ficrce- 
nefs, as cannot fubfift in the Mind unaccompa^ 
9y*d with Fear ; nor do I conceive it poffible for 
buman Courage to encoimlor a Cieature of inch . 

a dreadful 
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n dreadful Afpe£l, without the Intervention of 
fome lucky Circumftance, notwithftandins the 
Stories that have been told of Men killing Lions 
in equal Combat. His Mouth opens wide and 
difcovers a frightful Set of Teeth, and when he 
roars (which he generally does, if not difturbed, 
or interrupted by Company,) about five in the 
Evening, he may be heard at a great Diftahce; in- 
deed his Voice is faidto be fo terrible, when wild iti 
the Foreft, that all Creatures that hear it tremble* 
Pompey^ the Lion we are fpeaking of, if I do not 
miftakein defcribing him, is of a Kind of yellow^* 
Hh Cream Colour, about four Feet high, his Bo- 
dy fmall in Proportion to his Head, but his Legs 
have the Appearance of amazjng Strength ; his 
large Mufcles being very vifible thro* the Skin 
that covers them. The Bone of his fore Leg 
feems to be about the Bignefs of a Man's Wrift, 
and his fore Feet are armed with five prodigious 
Claws, fheathedlike thofe of a Cat, with whidi 
liefeizes his Prev like that Animal ; his hinder 
Feet with only tour. He feems to be very gentle 
and tra£lible to his Feeder, and will lie down to 
let him play with him like a Spaniel, but I would 
advife no Stranger to be fo familiar with thefe 
Beafts ; for there be fome whofe Countenanced 
they do not-like, at firft Sight, and'therefore when 
they have conceived a Difguft, it would be dan- 
gerous to come within their Reach ; and yet I have 
heard of Men that have been fo Fool-hardy when 
they have been to fee this ftately Creature, ^s to 
pluck a Lock out of his Mane. He has indeed 
fomething nobly generous in h'ls Nature to living 
Animals of an inferior Kind, and feems to caft 
his Eyes upon them with a Sort of contemptuous 
Difdain without doing them any Hurt, of which 
bis Keeper ^urcd me he had feenfeveral Jnftances« 
B ^It 
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•—It is reported, that a Spaniel Dog being onct 
thrown into a former Lion's Den in ,the Tower^ 
inftead of Hurring it, the Lion cheriflied it and 
Contraded fuch a Fondnels for it, that he would 
never fuffer it to be taken out again, but fed it at 
bis Tabfe till it died, which was not till feveral 
Years after. The Dens are Roonfis about la 
or 13 Feet high, divided into two Appartments,^ 
the upper and the lower. In the upper Appart*p 
ment the Beafts generally live in the Day, and at 
Night retire into the lower to reft. You look at 
them thro' large Iron Grates^ like thofe before 
tiie Windows of a Frifon ; fo that you fee them 
with the utmoft Safety be they ever fo favage. 

When you have fufficiently feafted your Curio* 
fi^ with the Sight of the Lions, you a re then (hewn 
% Variety of Royal and oth^r rare Birds as well at 
Beafts ; amohg whieh b a Golden Eagle» a no- 
Ue Bird that has been an Inhabitant here tbefe 90 
Years } he is called the King of Birds, as the Li- 
en is, the King of Beafts^ becaufe of alltheSubor* 
dinations of their refpeAive Species they have the 
Superiority in Point of Fiercenefe and Power to 
(overcome and deftroy j for tho* jthere are of each 
Kind others of far greater Strength, as the Bull 
for Inftance in one Species, and the Oftrich in the 
others yet Nature has witheld from thefe the 
Weapons of Deftruftion, er the Agility to ufe 
them, which ftie has for wife Purpofts, unknown 
to us, beftowed upon the others. ' And iho' their 
Dominion is frequently difputed in the Wilder- 
nefs and Foreft, and fometimes the Lion is van» 
quiflied by the Tygcr, and the Eagle by the Vul- 
ture, yet Nature has fufficiently confirmed their re- 
fpedve Dignities by this, thatnoBeaft, tho'everfo 
fierce and made ravenous by Hunger, will attack 
the Lion for Prey 5 nor Bird the Eagle : An Ob- 

fervation 
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fcrvation that has efcaped the Generality of Wri- 
ters jon this Subjed— -The Eagle is of a dark 
brown Colour, has a large hooked Bill ttA vaft 
Talons, and has fuch Strength, that I have heard 
it confidently affirmed by Perfons of undoubted 
Credit, that they have been known to carry In- 
fants to their Young, when they have failed of 
other Food. An Inftance whereof happened, as 
Sir Robert Sibhald reports, while he was in the 
Orkmy IJles ; for a Woman there, being at Har- 
veft Work, and leaving her Child about a Year 
old at fome Diftance from her, an Eagle in Search 
of Prey efpied it, felzed it in his Talons, and car- 
ried it to his Neft upon a neighbouring Rock ; 
which fome Fiihermen from the Shore accidental- 
ly obferving, purfued and attacked the Eagle, and 
brought off the Infant yet alive.— Lambs, Hares, 
Fawns, Pheafants, and even Kids are the ordina- 
ry Food wherewith thefe Birds bring up their 
Young ; and in the remote Parts of /r^«f#, if we 
may credit the following Story, a Gentleman who 
happens to have an Eagle's Neft or two on his 
Eftate, thinks them equivalent to a good Farm's 
Rent. The Story we have from a Gentleman 
lately arrived from his Travels, who fays, that 
while he was in the Neighbourhood of Minie^ an 
Officer of Diftindlion invited him and feme other 
Travellers to pafs a fewDays at his Country Seat, 
where they were all entertained in the politeft 
Manner. At the firft Collation he gave us, fays 
he, we obferved with fome Surprize, that aJl the 
wild Fowl that were brought to Table wanted 
either a Head, a Wing, a Leg, or fome other 
Part, which occafioned our Gentleman to fay ve- 
ry plcafantly,that we muft pardon the Voracloufnefs 
of bis Caterer, who was fuch a Brute as always 
to be the firft that tafted what he had provided. 
B^ When 
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When the Company afkcd who this Caterer might 
be ? and he perceived we were pleafed with his 
facetious Treatment, with much good Humour, 
he proceeded to inform us, that in the mountainous 
Parts of the Country round him, the Eagles build 
their Nefts, and chufe for that Purpofe the Cavities 
of the moft inacctffible Roclcs ; which when the 
Peafants chance to difcover, they raife little Huts 
in convenient Places to watch their Motions as 
foon as they have hatched their Young, whom 
the Male, as well as Female, labour to breed up ; 
in order to which they ravage all the neighbour- 
ing Country : Capons, Fowls, Lambs, Kids, 
Ducks, and Pigs, fuffcr on this Occafion ; but 
the Forefts and Woods, fupply them with the 
greateft Delicacies ; for there they deftroy Phea- 
fents. Partridges, Hares, Fawns, £3V» Thefe when 
the Peafants perceive the Eagles to bring in, they 
infhntly plant their Ladders, and the Moment the 
old Eagle departs, they afcend to the Neft, and ex- 
change thefe Dainties for Garbage or Food of a 
Jefs coftly Nature ; but as this cannot be done fo 
fuddenly as to prevent the youhg Eagles from 
tafting what is brought them, fo the Peafants are 
forced to bring what they find away as it now ap^ 
pears upon the Table. The Gentleman added, 
that when ' - - . "trength enough 

to fly, wl: le Time to at-^ 

tain, becai Peafants faften 

them to tl: Birds' may con- 

tinue to fi ufually do till 

the labori i, that at length 

the Male quite forfakes 

them, am le Female, and 

then the Peafants generally releafe the Young 
ones, or leave them to flarve, as their Humour 
is. Thus, fays our Traveller, in thofc Parts three 

or 
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or -four Eagles Nefts will fupply a fplcndid Table 
at a fmall Expence, and furnifh more Game than 
a whole Pack of Dogs in England. 

It is remarked by Hiftorians that the Eagles fhed 
their Feathers every Year as the Hart does his 
.Horns, and the Serpent his Skin; and that they 
live to an exceeding great Age. The Benedic- 
tine Monks of the Abbey of St. oertin at S/. Omer^s^ 
have an Eagle now living, which they report to be 
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guilhed by a curk)us Ubferver* 

The next Bird you are (hewn is a horned Owl, 

which is indeed a rare and wonderful Bird, its 

Head feems full as big as that of a Cat, its Eyes 

B J largej 
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• large, having Circles round them, of a bright fhiii«^ 
Bing Gold Colour^ The Feathers that compofc 
the Horns begin juft above the Eyes, and rife in- 
termixed with a little white, but as they extend 
onward, beyond the Head, they become of a red 
BrowH) clouded with dusky and tipp*d withblack.^ 
The^ Spaces round the Eyes, which compofe the 



from,. efpecia.Iy if anyone is fick in the Houfe^ 
that if it be heard to fcream, it is the Meffengec 
•£ Death to the difeafed Peifon. It is like^ 

wife 
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wife faid, that its Heart if put to a Woman's 
Breaft while fleeping, will, if ever (he has been guil- 
ty of Infidelity to her Husband^ make her re- 
veal it And its Blood is by many affirmed to be 
an infallible Remedy for an Afthma or Shortnefs 
of Breath. You have here the Figure of this ex- 
traordinary Bird, as drawn by a young Geiitleman 
while this Defcriptionwa& writing. 
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Next you arc fliewn an Oftrich which was fcnt 
as a Prefentto his Majefty from the Dey of Tunis. 
The Shape and Colour is not very unlike that of 
the Turkey-cock Breed, only greyer; but the 
Sizevaflly bigger, being formerly accounted the 
larged Bird in the World j btJt later Difcoveries 
ihave proved the contrary. Its Legs are as much 
as a Man can well grafp and very long, as is the 
Neck, of which it has great Command, carry- 
ing it as «re£): and (lately as the Swan does, fo that 
when it wa^ks its Bill is higher than the talleft 
Man's Head. You may judge of its Bulk by its 
hggs, of which the flen has laid feven fince (he 
came to England^ one of which is now to be feen, 
and weighs upwards of five Pounds, and when 
firft laid weighed above fix. It has a pretty large 
warm ^-oom to live in, which is often clean'd and 
the Straw therein (hifted» other wife it would foon 
die ; for the Climate of this Country feems by no 
Meahs fitted to its tender Nature, tho* by its large 
Bones and vaft Bulk, it appears to be very ftrong. 
There were fomc Months ago a Couplfe of thefe 
Birds, but one is lately dead by fwallowing a large 
Nail that ftopt its Paflage. According to the Ac- 
counts given of the Hen Oftrich by Naturalifts, (he 
fe^s of all other Birds, the moft infenfible 5 for 
as Job finely expreflcs it, Jhe leaveth her Eg^s in 
the Earthy end umrmeth them in the Dufi^ andfor^ 
getteth that the Foot may crujh th<my or that the 
wild Beafis may break them. She is hardened a^ 
gairt/i her young ories^ as though they were not hers : ^ 
tier Labour is vaifi without Fear ; becaufe 4^d 
hath deprived her of Wijdom^ neither hath k^ im* ' 
parted to her Underjianding, 

John Leo in his Account of Africa ohktve%^ that 
the Chick*^^ r.s of the Oftrioh pn Je up and d<>wn 
the Dcfarts for their Food, \as foon as they creep 

out 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of the Tower, and its Curiofities. 2 1 

eut of the Shell ; and before their Feathers are 
grown they are fo fwift, that a Man can fcarce a- 
vertake them : He fays, the Numidians t-ke up 
the young Oftriches, and fattenthem to eat, tho* 
their Flcft, efpedally that of their Legs, has a (li- 
my rank Tafte. He further obfervcs, that the 
old ones frequently wander up and down the De- 
farts in regular Troops, and appear at a Diftance 
like fo many Horfemen, which has fometimes a- 
larmM whole Caravans. 

Monzo de OvalU in his Account of Chtle^ takes 
Notice likewife, that tho' the Oftriches in that 
Country do not fly, yet they have fuch large 
Wings, that a Grey-hound, if the Bird has Law, 
(as the Sportfman's Phrafe is) can hardly overtake 
him ; but if by Surprize he comes up with him, 
'tis wonderful to fee the Art the Oftrich ufes to 
avoid his Teeth, for when the Dog is juft going to 
fsize, the OftricH lets down one of his Wings and 
fixes it to the Ground, CQvering with it his whole 
Body; the Grey-Hound, thinkmg he has him fur^ 
takes hold with open Mouth, But fills it only with 
Feathers, and is cheated; for immediately th« 
Oftrich, before the Dog can clear his Mouth, fets 
a-running, and gets a good Length before him, and 
thereby often efcapes.— -The Oftrich of Chiky 
feems to differ, if this Story be true, from the 
Oftrich fhewniit the Tower ; for his Wings are 
Ihort, as are indeed the Wings of all thofe found 
in Africa ; they may indeed be^ very fwift becaufe 
of the Length of their Legs, and their Wings tho* 
. not fufficient to fu^end their Bodies, may yet for* 
waift them greatly in their Courfe ; but as to 
their Sagacity in avoiding their Enemy, k but ilt 
correfponds with what is faid above from tie in- 
fpired Writer ; tho' it muft be acknowledged, 
that the §reat Author of alL Things has endued e- 

verjp 
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very Creature that has Life with fome little Arti-* 
fices conducive to its own Prefervation* 

The Vulgar Error, that the Oftrich can digeft 
Iron has been lon^ fince exploded ; for in the 
Year 1659, the ^orroceo Ambaflador to the 
States General, among other Rarities, having 
brought over to Holland zn Oftrich as a Prefent, 
it died at An^fterdam in a few Days by fwallow-^ 
lag Iron Nails, which the Populace threw to it, 
upon a Prefumption that it could digeft them like 
other Food; but the Oftrich being opened about 
80 Nails were found entire in its Stomach. Thus 
it appears, that this Animal's devouring of Iron or 
Copper does not proceed from a natural Appetite 
for thefe Metals, but from a Voradoufneis and 
Stupidity, which makes it fwallow things prcjudi* 
cial to its Life. 

Next you are Ihewn two YOung Bears that are 
indeed very tame and tradable to their Feeder, bep 
ing only Tik Montba old> and will lick hjs Mouth 
£lEe Puppies. 

There is IScewUe a young Man Tyger, a mif«- 
Chinrcus BeafS j hell heave any TbiD^ at Sfaang- 
ers that happen to be within his Reach, but Care 
is taken that he can get at nothing that will hurt; 
If you fling any Thing at him you cannot hurt 
him ; for he catches whatever you throw, with 
great Dexterity. He's but very young, but by 
ills Motions when Women approach him, he ap- 
pears to be leacherous to a furprizing Degree, 

You are Hkewife ihewn in this Yard a Gvinea 
Racoon, much more beautiful than thofe that 
come from America^ a Jackall, and a fine Tyger 
Cat ; thb laft is a beautiful Creature, lai^er than 
the largeft Boar Cat, and delightfully coloured. 

In another Divifion they (hew you a large Ba- 
boon of aftonifhing Strength, and very mifchie- 

vous 
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vous if affronted. He has an admirable Art of 
throwing Stones, and will heave anv Thine that 
happens to be within his Reach with fuch Force 
as to fplit Stools, Bowls or any fuch wooden Uten« 
ills in a hundred Pieces. When he came over he 
killed a poor Boy on Board the Ship that brought 
him, by throwing a Cannon Shot of nine Pounds 
Weight at him, upon fome Difguft. He is fed in 
the niceft Manner with as goodBread as the Keepr 
cr eats at his Table ; and if his. Feeder brings hiai 
bad Bread, he never fails to fhew his Refentment* 
He has a Stool to fit upon, is as big as a Boy of 10 
or 1 1 Years old, and has many Anions nearly 
approaching to the human Species. 

In this Yard there is likewife a fine lar^ Lio« 
fiefs which was fent as a Prefent from the Day of 
Tunis ^ and was fo fierce when firft brought over^ 
that it was with the utmoft Difficulty ihe wat 
ihifted from the ftrong Cage in which fhe wat 
brought, to the Den where Sie is now fiiewn. 

Laftly, you are carried to a Range of Denst 
iTirhere you are fheWn two moft beautiful TygerSy 
and a fine Leopard ; the Tyger is in Shape not 
snuch unlike a Cat, only much larger, and when 
^Id it is prodigious fierce and ravenous. It * lurks 
HIn the Woods, and fcizes its Prey by a fudden 
Spring. Men, in traverfing the Woods, are frc^ 
quently furprized by this Animal. The Tyget 
is finely fpotted. They are of a yellowifh Co-^ 
lour, and their Spots black. They are very plajr* 
fuU A^d '^ ^ prodigious Height, when, like a 
Cat, they are playing their Gambols. The Lco«» 
pard is indeed a moil charming Beaft to fee, his 
Colour is a fine {hining YelJow, beautifully inter** 
mixed with bright Spots. No Difcription can 
communicate to the Reader a lively Idea of thefe 
Beafts I for every Image that Words can convey, 

muft 
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inufl: fell Ihort of the Original Beauty, which 
Nature has ftampt upon them. 

All the Creatures that are here (hewn, are re* 
gularly fed with Food proper for them, and as 
carefully tended, as if they were indeed of Royal 
Dignity. — ^This takes off much of their favage Na- 
ture, and makes them tame and fubmiffive ; and 
perhaps contributed not alittle to difappointthe Ex- 
pectations of K. yamesl. when he made Trial of the 
fierce Nature of the Lion; for that Prince having 
ordered a Lion to be turned out of his Den, and a | 
Bear to be put to him, the Lion refufed to attack the 
Bear ; they tried another, and at length two to- 
gether, but in vain ; the Lions difcovered plaiA 
Symptoms of Fear by making to their Dens : Such 
were the EfFefts of Indolence 2fiA high Feeding 
upon Animals the moft remarkable of any for 
Courage and Ferocity. 

Of the Spoils of the Invincible Ar- 
mada. 

WHEN you enter the great Gate of the 
Tower^ one of the Warders already de- 
fcribed, will attend you, and carry you 
in regular Order to the feveral Places, where 
the Curiofities are fcewn j the Firft of which is 
fituated to the Southward of the White Tower, 
and in it are repofited the Spoils of the Invin.ci- 
BLE Armada, as it was ftiled, of Philip 11. of 
Spain, in order to perpetuate to lateft Pofterity^ 
the Memory of that fignal Viftory obtained by the 
Englijh over the whole Naval rower of Spain^ 
which will always make the Reign of Queen Eli^ 
zabeth glorious in the Britijh Annals. This Ar- 
mada, when it rendezvouz'd at the Groyne, under 
the Command of the Duke of Medina Sidonia^ 

cgnilfte 
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confifted cf 132 Ships, including Tranfports, oa 
board of which were cmbark'd 19290 Soldiers^ 
8350 Sailors, 2080 Galley-Slaves, and 2630 
Pieces of Oaimon, which at that Time of Day» 
when Ships of 1200 Tons carry'd hardly 6e 
Pieces of Ordnance, was a prodigious Force. On 
the 21 ft of July I588, this formidable Fleet 
appeared off Plymouth^ and was met there by the 
Englijh under the Command of Lord Effingham^ 
Lord High Admiral ; Drake^ Hawkins^ and /^#r- 
hijher ; when both Fleets immediately formed the 
Line of Battle. The Van of the Spanijh Fleet 
Was led by Jlphonfo de Levya ; the Duke of Medina 
commanded in the Center 5 and Juan Martinex 
de Ricaldo the Rear. The Lord High Admiral 
of England^ in his own Ship, called the Ark^ 
Royal, feconded by the reft of his Squadron, fell 
upon Levya^s Divifion, and a terrible Engagement 
cnfued ; but Drake, Hawkins, and ForbiJheVy 
mutually fupporting each other where the Dan- 
ger was greateft, and taking the Advantage of the 
Enemy where they obferved. them weakeft, put 
their Rear' into Diforder, and forced them upon 
the Center, which occafion'd flome Confiifipn^^ 
but Night coming on, oblig'd both Parties to lie 
bye ; and the EngUJh being ill provided with Am* 
munition and Stores, were in no Hafte to renew 
the Engagement, wejl knowing that every Day 
would weaken their Adverfaries, and increafe their 
own Strength. Accordingly, the very Night after 
the firft Engagement, one of the Ships of the 
Line, by fome Accident or other, blew up, and 
the Fire from her communicating itfelf to the 
'Ship, whereof Don Pedro de Valdez was Cap- 
tain, fhe fell an eafy Prize to Admiral Draify 
who fent her into Dartmouth. This was look'd 
upon as a favourable Omeipi of a complete Victory. 

C Two 
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Two whole Days, however, were fpent in re- 
pairing the Damages fuftain'd on both Sides, in 
which Time the Engtijh were continually rein- 
forced from the neighbouring Ports, with Men,. 
Ammunition, and Ships, which enabled them on 
the 23d, after fome Time fpent in ftriving to gain 
the Wind, to fight the Enemy on more equal 
Terms than in the preceding Engagement j and hav- 
ing gain'd their Point, fell upon Ricaldo^s Squadron 
with their whole Force, and would certainly have 
deftroy'd it, had not the Spanijh Admiral made a 
gallant Attempt for its Prefervation. Then the 
Fight became general, and the Englijh managed 
their Ships with fo much Eafe and Dexterity, 
that the unweildy Spaniards^ who lay like Hulks 
in a dead Calni, could make but little Ufe of 
their fuperior Strength, Orders having been given 
ky the Englijh Commander in Chief, to avoid by 
icU Means a clofe Engagement ; by which, as th? 
■Enemy's Ships were full of Men, a great Slaugh- 
ter was made of them without fufFcring in return 
amy .cbnfidercible Lofs. In this Manner, a Sort of 
tunning Fight was maintained for two Days with 
^ dec|ftyc Advantage en cither Side, other than 
what arofe from the Difparity of the Numbers 

iilkd. , , , ^ 

It (hould have been before remark d, th^ ac- 
cording to the original Plan of this Invafion, the 
S'panlJI) Admiral was to have been join'd in the 
Britifij Channel by the Duke of Parma with a 
Body of 30,000 Land Forces from the Spanijh Ne- 
therlands ; bat feeing no Appearance of their 
Arrival, he had difpatch'd Exprefs after Exprefs 
to batten their Embarkation ; and at length fetfail 
himfelf to the Streigths of Calais to faciliute their 
Junaion. This Motion had been forefeen, and -a 
4ron2 Squadron of 40 Sail under Lord Henry 
° ^ Seymour^ 
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Seymour^ and Sir JVtilimm Winter^ were . properly 
ftation'dy as well tq b}ock up the Ports from 
whence thofe Succours were to embark, as to 
watch the future Motions of the Spanijh Admiral. 
This was a noUe Stroke of Pplicy, and fobn fol- 
low'd by another that ruln'd their whole Projeft, 
and put an End to the- great Confternation that 
had ovcr-fpread the whole Nation on the firft 
Appearance of fo vaft an Armament, 

When it was dlfcover'd by the Lord Admiral 
what Courfe the 5^^«/<yr4r had fteer'd, a Council 
of War was immediately, called, wherein it waa 
rcfolv'd not to lofe a Moment frgm purfuing them ; 
on this Occafion Admiral Drake^ whofe Prefence 
of Mind never failed him on the moft prefling 
Emergencies, bethought himfelf of an Expedient 
whereby to diftrefs the Enemy, without rifquing 
the Qwecn'$ Ships in fo unequal a Confli£l. Thus 
Jhaving communicated his Scheme to the Conv- 
ma^der in Chief, it was refolv'd to put it in Exe»- 
-cution, and the rather as the Contrivance was new, 
and confequently unfu{pc<Sed. Accordingly, eiglii 
cdd and fliattcr'd Ships were haftily fitted up, and 
Ailed with all Sorts of Combuftibles ; and when 
the Fleet came up with the Enemy, who lay at 
Anchor off Calais waiting for the Duke of Parma^ 
thofe Ships were fecretly difpatch'd in the Night; 
with proper Inftruftions to th.nr refpcftive Captains, 
to grapple at proper Diftances where the Enemy 
were clofeft in the Line, obferving always to keep 
the Wind ; and when their Ships were thus pro- 
perly ftation'd to fet them on fire, and then bring 
off their Men : This was executed under the Di^ 
re(5iion of the Captains Prowfe and Toung^ with 
all imaginable Succefs 5 for while the Spaniards^ 
thinking themfelves furprifed, were preparing for 
an unexpeiSled Attack, the Captains of the Fire- 
C 2 fhips 
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ihips did their BufineCi, and in little more than ah 
Hour, the whole Ocean fcem'd on Fire, as if to 
devour what ibe could not fw;^Iow up, of that 
l^refumptuous Armada, which had braved the 
Majefly of Heaven, been blef»^€l by the Pope, 
and pronounced invincible. Now nothing but 
Horror, Confufion, and Hurry enfued j fomc 
were on Fire, fome fell foul of others, fome 
cut their Cables, and drove on {hore j and had 
k not been for the Calmnefs of the Duke of 
Medina^ their whole Fleet had that Night pc- 
rifti'd with their Hopes ; but he feeing the Danger, 
and penetrating the Caufe, ordered his Fleet to - 
feparatc> every one fliifting for himfelf, and t« 
rendezvous next Morning at GraveltKi Though 
thefe were the fageft Orders that could have been 
iffued in the prefent Dilemma, yet the Engltjh 
reaped from the Confequencea all the Advantage 
^bey could have wiA'd : It furnifli'd them with 
anOpportunity of attacking their huge Ships fingly, 
with what Force they thought proper ; and of com- 
ing to a general Engagement, before the Spaniards 
were recovered from the dreadful Panic with 
which they were ftruck. Drake and Forhijher^ 
experienced Sea^ Officers as ever the World pro- 
duced, knew well how to improve this critical 
Turn of Fortune in their Favour, and refoluteljr 
attacked the Duke of Medina^s own Squadron be- 
fore it could be half formed, and made terrible 
Havodc, while the other Commanders were as 
vigilant in fceking ,out the feattcr'd Remains of 
L^a's and RicaWs ; in a Word, the Sea feem'd 
covcf'd with Wrecks j and the Flower of the 
Englijh Nobility, who had waited on (hore the 
Event of this Engagement, feeing all Fears over 
from the Spaniards landing, flock'd on board the 
Ships, which were now encreafed to the. Number 

of 
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of 150 Sail, to be Sharers in the Glory of deliver- 
ing their Country from Slavery and Papal Ty- 
ranny. In vain did tbe Duke of Medina^ in this 
lamentable Diftrefs, endeavcur to regain the Bri- 
tijh Channel 5 the Winds, as well as Waves, 
fought againft him, and drove him on the Coaft of 
Zealand, where he muft have perifh'd without 
any other Enemies than Tides, Shelves, Rocks 
and Sand?, had not Providence referved him to 
experience farther Dangers. The Englljh v<^ell 
knowing, that they muft inevitably ftare in one 
common Deftruflion if they purfued, prudently 
gave over the Chafe ; and the Duke, having now 
no other Views than thofe of Self-Prefervation, 
(the Wind chopping about in the very Inftant of 
his greateft Danger) called a Council of War, in 
which it was refolv'd to fail for Spain by the 
northern Paffage. In this Refolution they weighed 
Anchor, but a Storm arofe that crofs'd their Hopes 
for a while, and left them once more at the 
Mercy of the EngUJh^ who penetrating their De* 
(ign, purfued them beyond the Frith of Edin^'^ 
turgh, though with no other Advantage than that 
of weakening their crippled Ships ftill more, and 
thereby expofing them to the Fury of the firft 
Tempeft that happened, which afterwards eflfeo- 
tually deftroy'd them. 

In the feveral Engagements on the ^riiijh Coaft, 
fifteen of their ftouteft Ships, befides Tranfports, 
were either deftroy'd or taken : On the Coaft of 
Ireland fome were funk, feme dafli'd to Pieces 
againft the Rocks, fome run on Sands, and fome 
Were burnt by the Spaniards themfelves. Bttween 
the Rivers of Lochfoilk and Lscbfwilly on th4 
north Coaft nine were ftranded, and th^ Crews 
forced to feek for Succour among the wild Irijh^ 
III the Bay of Calieggjy three more were run »p- 
C 3. ^ on 
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on Rocks, and moft of the Men perifli'd. In the 
"B^y oi Barreys^ a krge Ship of looo Tons, and 
54 fine Braf» Cannon,, was funk, and all on board 
perilhed, favirig fixteen, who. by their Apparel, 
i'eem'd Perfons of great Diftinftion. On the Coafir 
of Thomond two Ships more perifh*d, one whereof 
they fired ; the other was of St. Scbajilans^ and 
had 3Q0 Men on board, 240 of whom were 
drowned- Before Sir Tirlogh Obrpneh Houfe^ 
another great Ship was loft, fuppofed to be a 
Galliafs, In fhbrt, from the 2i.ft of Julj^ when. 
this vaunting Armada was firft beaten by the En* 
gUfij until the I oth of 5^f^2wi^r following, when, 
the fhatter'd Remains of it paffedthe /r/J^ Coaft^ 
it fliould fe^m, that- it had never had one good 
Day or Night j fo that of 13a. Ships that arrived 
in the Brittjh Channel, fcarce 70 of them return'd 
home again 5 and of 30,000 Souls on board, up^ 
wards of 2Q,000 were either kill'd, drowned, or 
remain'd Prifoners in England — Such was the Fattt 
of this vain- glorious Enterprize. 

7be Reliques' that are preferv'iin tfje TowEa 
cf this memorable ViSory^ fo glorious fon 
cur Country^ together wifb fome other Cu^ 

•. riofttiets of the like Kind^ are 

1. The common Soldiers Pikes 18 Foot longi 
pointed with long fharp Spikes,, and fhod with 
Iron^ which were defign'd to kceg ofF the Horfc 
to facilitate the Landing of their Foot. 

2, The Spantjh Officers Lances,, finely engra* 
ven J thefe were formerly gilt, but the Gilding is 
gowalmoft worn ofF with cleaning — ^There is a 
Story current concerning thefe, that when, Don 
Pedro de. ValdeXy already mentioned, pafs*d his 
Es^mHiation bcfprp Lgrd Burlftgh^ . he told his 

, Lordfliip,, 
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. Lordihip, tbattbofe fine poliih'd Lances were put 
onboard to'bleed the £ng/iJb^wiA ; to which that 
Nobleman reply'd iokii^Iy, that, if he was not 
miftaken, the Englijh had performed that Ope- 

. ration better on tibeir good Enends the f^«;7i4^^x> 

,with worfe Inftruments^ 

J, The Spanijh Ranceurs, made in different 
Forms, which were intended either to kill the 
Men on HoriCeback, orpuU them off their Horfes. 
,*-*At the Back is a Spike, with which they tell 
you, they were to pick the Roaft Beef out of th^ 
EngliJhmerC% Teeth.— On one of them is a Piece 
of Silver Coin, which they intended to make 
current ; on it are three Heads, fuppos'd to be 

the Ptf^/s, Philip II's, and Queen Mary'z 

This is a Curiofity that moft. iSi^^imVr^x come 
Jto fee. 

4'. An uncommon Piece of Arms, being a Pt- 
ftol in a Shield, fo contrived as to fire the Pi* 
ftol, and. cover the Body at the fame Time with 
the Shield, It is to be fired by a Match-locbj 
and the Sight of the Enemy is to be taken thrtf 
a little Grate in the Shield, which. is PiftoLProot 

5- A fmall Train of ten Pieces of pretty little 
Cannon, neatly mounted on proper Carriages^ be^ 
ing a Prefent from the Foundary of London to 
King Charles I. when a Child, to prafiife the Art 
of Gunnery with. Thefe, tho* no Part of the 
Spanifo Spoils,, are yet a great Curiofity,. 

«-'-■■ 

6. The Banner, with a Crucifix upon It, which 
was to have been carried before the Spanijb 
Gen^raL On it is engrav'd the Papers Bene- 
di^ion before theSpumfi. Fleet A^edj for tin; 
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Vofe came to the Watcr-fidc, and on feeing tlie 
Fleets blei^d it, and, aa h^ been fakl, ftiled 

7. Ddnijh and Sax9n Cruba^ which Weapons^ 
tiiofe People jointly are faid to have ufed in thp 
Conqueft of England, and are perhaps Curiofitics 
ef the greateft Antiquity of any in the Tower,, 
Kaving kki there ab«ve 750 Years. The War- 
ders call 'em the Women^s fFuMpms^ becaufe, fiy 
they^ the Britijh Women made Prirc «f themy 
H^hen in one Night *they all confpired togedier^. 
md cat the Throate of 35,000 Dana, the gFtat^. 
^ Piece of Secrecy the Englijb Womca ev« 
kept, for which they Jiave ercr fince imn ho 
jiouf'd with the right {land of the Man, the 
Upper-.end of the Table, and the fiilftCnt of every 
Difti of Viftuals they happen to like bcft, — ^Indeed 
in 1002, a prodigious Sjaughter was made of the 
Jfames oh (h^ Feaft bf St. Brh^ not by the fecret 
Confpiracy'rof »the Women ^Ibne j but by th6 
private Orders bf Etheldrcd II. who commanded 
bis Officers on that Day to extirpate the whole 
Race of the Dane}, out of his Dominions, at 
once, fparing^either.'A^ir: Woman, nor Chiid i 
which Order^were fo puncSiually obey'd, that 
ohly about i6 who gat ofi board a Ship eifcaprd ; 
but tiefe alarming their Countrymen, afterward^ 
WturA'd, and took a fevere Revenge. , . • 

. 8. The 'Sfanifi GravatSy as they are calkd | 
rfiefe are Englntsof Torture, made of Iron, ac^ 
put on board to lock, the Feet, Arms, and Heads 
ef Engltjh Herct^fca. together. ' ^ 

39.. S/i«hi(^ Bilboes, made of* Iron likewife, td^ 
jKdcethe j^lif) Prilbiietit tmp and two« 

|jo. SfaHifi 
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I a* Spantjh Shot, which are of four Sorts i 
Spike-fhot, Star-(hot, Chain-fhot, and link-fhot ) 
all admirs^ly contrived, as well for the Deftruc- 
tion of the Mads and Rigging of Ships, as for 
fweeping the Deck» of their Men* — But there arc 
fome yi^io attribute the Invention of thefe to 
Admiral Drakcj to be en>ptby*d a^inft the 
Spaniards^ 

II. Spantjh Sp2Ldz% poifon'd at the Points, (o 
that if a Man receiv'd but'ever fo flight a Wound 
with one of thofe,' it:prov'd certain Death. 

- i'2. 5^^;^ BTalherts^ or Spears, fome whoreof 
are cuvioufly engraven^ and inlaid with Gold. 

13. The Axe, with which Queen Jfin Bulleyn 
(jsnydatx of Queen EUzabeth) was beheaded. This 
iwas. performed Mayi()y 1536, a little licfoieNoon^ 
:by aai Executioner fent for on Purpofe from Calais 
At the Time of her Death fbe was not quite 39 
Years of Age, and fell a Sacrifice to the Jealoufy^ 
tQ£.cather the Caprice of Henry VIII. to whom (he 
W9S lawfully married. — ^The Earl of EJfex (Queett 
Eli^ktl^'s.FsLVountcJi was. likewife beheaded with 
ific iame Ax. 

T'^. A Spanijb PollrAx,^ ufed in boarding of 
Ships., 

1 5. Thumb-fcrcws, , of which there were feve^ 
ral Cheffs full on^ ho^M the SpaniJJj Fleet. Tlie 
Ufe they were intprul^d for is faid to havebeen^ 
.to extort ConftffioH from the Englijh whf re their 
Money was hid, had that cruel People prevailed. 
—Certain it is, that after the Defeat, the whole 
Gonverfction of the Court a^id Country turrfd 

upon 
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Vjpon the Difcoveries tnade hy the Spamjb Prifo- 
ners of the Racks, the Wheels, and the Whip$ 
ef Wire, with which they were to fcourgc th« 
EngUjb of every Rank, Agej and Sex. The inoft 
wattd Heretics were to be put to Death ; thofc 
that furvivcd were to be braodcd on the Fore- 
liead, with a. hot Iron ;. and the whole Form of 
Government both in Church and State waa to 
be overturn'd. 

. 16. The Spanijh Morning-ftar ; a deflru6liTe 
En^ne refemblmg the Figure of a Scar^ of which 
there were many Thoufands oa board, and all of 
liiein with polfon'd Points ; and were^efign'd to 
firike at the Eniraty as. they, canett on boasd m 
cafe of a clofe Attack. 

• 17. The J^fttjft General's Halbett, covered 
irith Velvet, Ail the Nails of this Weapon axe 
double gilt with GoM ; and o» k» Top it ite 
5?<7^sHead, cufioufly engraven. 

1*8. A Spani/h Battle-Ax, fo contriTd as to 
Ih-ike four Holes in* a Man's, Skull at once % 
^nd has befides a Pi'ftoi ii\ its Handie, with a 
Match-Lock. 

I^. King tiinry the Vlflth^s Walking^ftafF, 
which ha? three Match-Lock Piftols in ity with 
Coverings^ to keep the Charges dry. With this 
Staff the Warders tell you, the King waifc'd rcftind 
the City fometimes, to fee that the ConftaWes 
*d their Duty 5 and one Night as he was walk- 
ing near the Bridge-foot, the Conftable ftopt him 
to know what he did with fuch ^ unlucky Wea- 
pon at that Time of the Night ; upon whidvtbe 
King ftruck- l^im y but the Conftable calling the 

Watclimeja 
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Watchmen to his Afdftajice, hisMajefty M^appre* 
headed and carry'd to the Paultry-Compter^ where 
he lay confin'd till Morning, without either Fire or 
Candle ; when the Keeper was inform'd of die 
Rank of his Prifoner, he difpatch'd a Meflenger to 
die Cooftable who came trembling with Fear, 
gY(>fV^ing nothing leTs than to be b^i^'d, drawn 
and quartered ; bat inftead of that, the King ap« 
^auded his Rdblution in honeftly doing his Uuty^ 
and made him a handfome Prefent. At the fame 
Timet he fettled upon St. Magnus Pan(b an An* 
nual Grant of 23!. and a Mark ^ and made % 
Provifion for furnifbing 30 Chaldran of Coals, 
and a large Allowance of bread Annually for ever, 
mrwanis the conifortah4e Rc&f of his -Fellow-prw 
foners and their Succeflors, which the Warder* 
fay is paid them to this Day. 

20. A large wooden Cannon called p9l!cy, be* 
caufe, lay your Guides, when Henry VIEL he* 
fieged BuUoigny the Roads being impalTable fojr 
heavy Cannon, he caufed ?l Number of thefc 
Wooden ones to be made, and mounted on pro* 
per Batteries before the Town, as if real Cannon, 
which fo terrified ihQ [i^rench Commandant^ 
that when .he beheld fuch a formidable Train, as 
he thought, juft ready to play, he gave up the 
Town without firing a Shot. — ^The Truth is, the 
Duke of Suffolk^ who commanded this Siege un- 
der the^King, foon made himfelf Mafter of the 
lower Town ; but it was not till feven Weeks 
afterwards that the upper Town capitulated, in 
which Time the EngUJh fuftainM great Lofs ifi 
pofllffing themfelves of the Braye ; after which, 
fpiinging fome Mines with good Succefe, and the 
Garrifon lofing Philip Corfi^ their heft Officer, at 
Length furrendei'd oa honourable Terms. The 

lower 
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lower Town was taken July 26, 1544. and the 
Upper Town furrcndercd^ September 14, the faaie 
Year. 

22. The laft Thing they flicw of thofe memoni^ 
ble Spoib, is the Spantjh General's Shield, not 
worn by, hut carried before him as an Enfign of 
Honour. On it are depiOed in moft curious 
Workman(h:p, the Labours of Hercules^ and other 
txpreffive Allegories, which feem to throw a 
Shade upon the boafted &ill of modern Artifls. 
The Date is 1376, near 100 Years before the Art 
it)f Printing was known in England. 

Of the Small Armory. 

COME we next in Order to defcribe the fmall 
Armory : The Door leading to this Curiofity 
is a fmall folding Door adjoining to the Eaft End 
of the Tower ChappeJ, the Afcent to which is by 
a grand Stair-Cafe of 50 eafy Steps. On the • 
Jeft Side of the uppermoft Landing-place is the 
Work-(hop, wherein are conftantly emplyed about 
fourteen Furbifhers, in cleaning, repairing, and 
new- placing the Arms. When you enter the 
Armory itfelf, you will fee, what they call a Wil- 
dernefs of Arms, fo artificially difperfed, and fo 
admirably Ranged, that at one View, you behold 
Arms for near 80,000 Men all bright and fhining, 
and fit for Service at a Moment's Warning ; a 
•Sight that no one ever beheld without Aftonifh- 
ment, and is not to be matched perhaps in the 
World. Befides thofe expofed to public View, 
there arc fixteen Chefis {but up, each Cheft hold- 
ing 
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ing about! 200 Muflcets. ,Of the Difpofltion of 
the Arms, Defcription can convey no adequate 
Idea ; but as what we have to fay, may affift the 
Spcdator to view it to Advantage, and btlp him 
to tetain what he fees ; take it as follows. 

The North and South WaHs are adoriied with 
fixteen Pillafters, (each Side eight) of Pikes fixteen 
Feet long, with Capitals of Piftols in the Corin- 
thian Order. At the Weft End, on the left Hand 
as you enter, are two curious Pyramiris compofed 
of Piftols, ftanding upon Crowns, Globes, and 
Scepters, finely carved, and placed upcn a Pede* 
ftal five Feet high. At the Eaft, or farther End, 
intheoppofite Corner are two Suits of Armour, 
one maae for Henry V. the other for Henry VI. 
over each of which is a Semicircle of Piftols ; be- 
tween thefe is reprefented the Figure of an Organ, 
the large Pipes compofed of Brafs Blunderbuflcf, 
the fmall of Piftols j on one Side of this Figure is 
the Reprefentation of a Fiery ferpcnt, the He^d 
and Tail of Carved work, and the Body of P ftol% 
winding round in the Form of a Snake ; zvA on the 
other a Hydra, or Seven- beaded Monfter, whofe 
Heads are very artificially combined by Links of 
Piftols. 

The Inter columns .which compofe the Wil- 
dernefs, round which you are carried by j our 
Guides, are 

1. Some Arms taken at Bath in the Year 17 15. 
Thefe are diftinguiflied from all others in the 
Tower, by having what they Ci;ll Dog-locks, 
which Kind of Locks have a Ketch to fecure them 
from going oft* at Half-cock. 

2. Bayonets and Fiftds put up in the Form of 
Half moons and Fans, with the Imitation of a Tar- 
get in the Center, made up of Ba;. onct-blades : 
Thefe bayonets, of which ycu will obfervc feveral 

D ether 
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other Fans compofed, are of the firft Invention, 
having Plug Handies^ which go into the Mafel of 
the Gun, inftead of over it, and thereby prevent 
the firing of the Piece without (hooting away the 
Bayonet. Thefe were invented at Bayonm in 
Bpatn^ from whence they take theh* Name. 

3. Brafs Blundcrbufles for Sea-Service, with 
Capitals of Piftols over them ; the Waves of the 
Sea are here reprefented in old faihioned Bayonets* 

4. Bayotlbts and Sword'Bayonets, in the ¥oTxa 
of Half-moons and Fans, and* fet in ScoHop-fhells 
finely carved : The Sword-bayonet is made like 
the old Bayonet with a Plug Handle, cmiI/ difFering 
from it by being longer. 

c. The rifing Sun, irradiated with Rays of Pi* 
ftdfs fet in a chequered Frame of Marine Hangers 
of a peculiar Make, having Brafs Handles, and 
the Form of a Dog's Head on their Puijamcls. 
* ,6. FDur beawtiful twifted Pillars, made with 
Piftols up to the Top, which is about twenty-two 
Feet high, and placed at right Angles, with the 
Form <J a falling Star on the Cieling exactly in 
the Middle of them, bein^ the Center of this mag- 
nificent Room. Into thjs Pkce opens the grand 
^rair-cafe Door, for the Admiffion of the Royal - 
Family, or any of the Nbbihty, whofe Curiofity 
may lead therti to view the Armory ; oppofite to 
which opens another Door into a Balconey, that af*- 
fords a fine ProfpeS of the Parade, the Governor's 
Houfe, the Surveyor- General's, Storekeeper'^, and 
other General Officers Houfes in the Tower. 

7. The Form of a Pair of large Folding-gatej, 
made of Serjeants Halberts of an antique Make. 

8. Horfemens Carbiiies hanging very artificially 
in Furbelows and Flounces. 

9. Medufa\ Head, commonly called the Witch 
of Bnd^r within tlirce regular EUipfes.pf Piftols, 

* txrif-h 
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with Snakes reprefented as flinging her. The Fea- 
ture* are finely carved, and the whole Figure con*- 
trived with curious Art.— —This Figure termi* 
nates the North Side. 

10. Facing fr»e eaft Wall,' as you turn round, 
is a grand Figure of a lofty Organ, ten Ranges 
high^ in which are contained upwards of 2000 Pair 
of Piftols. 

1 1 . On the South Side, as you return, the firfl: 
Figure that attrafls Attention, is that of Jupiter 
riding in a fiery Chariot drawn by Eagels, as if 
in the Clouds, holding a Thunder- bolt in his 
Jeft Hand, and over his Head is a Rainbow : This 
Figure is finely carved, and decorated with Bay- 
onets. 

Note, Thi Figures on this Side an/wer pretty 
nearly to thofe on the other \ and therefore need 
no further Defcription 'till you come again to 
the Center ; where^ on each Side the Dodt 
leading to the Balconey you will fee ^ 

12. A fine Rcprefcntation in carved Work <5f 
the Star ai\d Garter, Thiflle, Rof<; and Crown, or- 
namented with Piftols, ^c. and- very elegantly en- 
riched with Birds and other Creatures. 

I?. The Arms taken from Sir /'/^/7//^z«jP^ri(//;x, 
Sir Jshn Friend, Charnock^ and others concerneil 
in the Affaffination Plot, in 1696, among which 
they ihew the very Blunderbufs^ith which they 
intended to fhoot King William near Turnhan^ 
Green^ m his Way to Hampton-Court \ alfo the 
Carbine with which Charnock undertook to flioot 
that Monarch as he rode a hunting. 

14. Laftly, You are fhewn the Highlandens 
Arms, taken in 17 15. particularly the Earl of 
Mar's fine Piece, exquifitely wrought, and in- 
laid with Mother of Pearl ; alfo a Highland Broad- 
Sword, with which a Highlander ftruck General 
D 2 Evans 
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Evans over the Head, and at one Blow cut him 
thro' his Hat, Wig, and Iron Scull-cap ; on • 
which that General is faid to have fhot him dead ; 
others fay he was taken Prifonev and gcneroufly 
forgiinen for his Bravery. Here is alfo the Swor j 
cf Juftice (having a fharp Point,) the Sword of 
Mercy (having a blunt Point,) carried before the 
Pretender when proclaimed in Scotland in 1 715; 
fome of tlie Highlanders Piftols, the Karrels and 
Stocks being all Iron; alfo a Highlander's Lougha^ 
lour Ax, with which it is faid Col. Gardner wa3 
killed at the Battle of Preflon pans* 

A difcerning Eye will discover a thoufand Pecu- 
liariiies in the Difpofition of fo vaft a Variety of 
Arms, which no Defcription can reach; and there- 
fore it is fit that every one who has a Taftc for 
the admh-able Combinations of Art, (hould gratify 
that darling PafEon with the Sight of a Curiofity 
•t le nobleft in its kind the World affords. 

Of the RoyaITra.m o/Aktilleky. 

BEN.EATH the fraall Armory, on a Ground- 
floor of equal Dlmenfions is the Royal Train 
of Artillery, which one cannot view without a 
^ind of awful Dread. To fee fo many and fuch 
various Engines of Deftrud\ion before whofe dread- 
fulThunder, Churches, Palaces, pompous Edifices, 
the nobleft Works of human Genius, fall together 
in one common and undiftinguifhcd Ruin ; one 
cannof, I fay, refleft upon this, without wiftihg 
.that the horrible Invention had ftill lain like a falfe 
Conception in the Womb of Nature, never to 
have been ripened into Birth. 

Firft, 
« 
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FirH, You are flifewn two large Pieces of Can- 
non employed by Admiral Vernon before Carthage^ 
na ; they have each a large Scale driven out of their 
Mufels by Balls from the Caftle of Bocca-Chica. 

2. Two carved Pieces, of excellent Workman- 
fhip, prefented by the City of London to the young 
Duke of Gloucejier^ Q^ Ann^% S6n, to learn him, 
the Art of War. 

3. Four fmall Mortars in Miniature, for throw- 
ing Hand-granadoes, the Invention of Col. Brown. 
1 hey are iired with a Lock like a common Gun j, 
but have not yet been introduced into Pra<3ice. 

4. Two fine Brafs. Cannon taken from the- 
Walls oWigo by the. late Lord Cohham^ in 1704^.- 
Their Britches reprefent Lions Couch ant> with* 
the Effigy of St. Barbara^ to whom they were 
dedicated. 

5^ A Pitard for the burlling open City or Caftle 
Gate^. 

6» A large Train of fine Brafs battering Gan- 
tton, 24 Pounders, never yet ufed. 

7. A Parcel of Cannon o^' a neW Inventidn, from 
6 to 24 Pounders : Their fuperior Excellence 
confifts, firft, in their Lightnefs, the 24 Pounders 
weighing not quite vjoo Weight, whereas former- 
ly they weighed 5000^ the Reft are in Proportion : 
And 2dly, in the Contrivance for levelling them,, 
which is by a Screw^ inftead of Beds and Coins. -^ 
This new Method is more Expeditious, and faves> 
two Men to a Gun, and is^faid to be the Inventi- 
on of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland. 

8. Brafs Mortars 1 3 Inches Diameter^ which* 
throw a Shell of 200 Weight \ with a Number 
Wleffer Mortars and SheHs in Proportion. 

g. A Careafe, which they fill at Sieges with 
Pitch, Tar, and other CombuftiMes, to fetTowits 
on Fire : It is thrown out of an 18 Inch Mortar, 
and will burn tv\'0 Hours wh^re it happens to fall. 

10. A\ 
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10. A Spanijh Mortar, of 12 Inches Diameter, 
taken on board a Ship in the Weji Indies, 

11. Six French Pieces of Cannon, fix Pounders 
taken from the Rebels at the Battle of Culloden^ 
fought Jpril 16, 1745. Tliis Battle hfted but 35 
Minut^, but the Slaughter was fo great,that 3000 
Rebels fell on the Spot,; it is faid that Lord King- 

Jion\ Horfe killed 10 or 12 of them a-piece in the 
Purfuit. 

12. A beautiful Piece of Ordnance, made for 
K. Charles I. when Prince of Wales : It is finely 
ornamented with feverai emblematical Devices, 
among which is an Eagle throwing a Thunderbolt 
in the Clouds. 

, 13. A Train of Field pieces, called the Gallop- 
ing- traln^ carrying a Ball of one Pound and a 
Half each. 

14. A deftroying Engine that throws 30 Hand- 
• granadoes at once, and is fired by a Train. 

15. A moft curious firafs Cannon made for 
Prince Henry ^ eldeft Son of K. James I. the Or- 
namenting whereof is faid to have coft 200 /. It is 
infcribed with the Makers Ndimts Thomas and Ri- 
chard Pity 1608, who no Doubt were proud of the 
Performance, which is indeed admirable. 

16. A Piece with feven Bores, for throwing 
fo many Bullets at once ; and another with three 
jiiade as early as Henry the Vlllth's Time. 

17. The Drum-Major's Chariot of State, with 
the KcLtle-d.rums placed^ it is drawn by four white 
Horfes at the Head of the Train, when upon a 
March. 

18. Two French Field pieces, taken at the Bat- 
tle of Hochjiadt in 1 704. in which the French had 
,12,000 Men killed, 5000 wounded, and more 
than 20,000 taken Prifoners. 

19. Ari Iron Camion of the firft Invention, b^- 
bg B^rs cf Iron hammered together, and hooped 

f om 
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from Top to Bottom .whh Iron Hoops, to pre- 
vent its burbling. It has no Carriage, but was to, 
be moved from Place to Place by Means of fix 
Rings fixe'd to it at proper Diftances. 

20. A huge Mortar, weighing upwards of 6600 
Weight, and throwing a Shell of 500 Weight two 

■ Miles : This Mortar was fired fo often againft 
Namure in . K. fFilUam^s Time, that the very 

. Touch-hole is melted for Want of giving it Time 
to cool.— This Siege is one of the moft memo- 
rible in Hiftory. The Place was thought to be im- 
pregnable, and yet taken from a compleat Army 
within, headed by a MarQial of France, in th« 
Sight of 100,000 Men without, that came to re- 
lieve it* Lord Cutis commanded the Englijh at 
the general Affault of the Caftle, where he acquir- 
ed the 'Name of the Englijh Salamander ; fcarcc 
an Officer or Soldier in his Corps came ofF unhurt ; 
the greatcft Part fell in the A<Stion, than which 
none was ever more defperate. 

21. A fine twifted Brafs Cannon, 12 Feet long, 
made in Edward the Vlth's Time, called Q. £//- 
%ab€th*s Pocket-piftol, which, your Guides, by 
Way of Joke, will tell you, fhe ufed to wear oft/ 
her right Side when £he fode a hunting. 

22. Two brafs Cannon, three Bores each, car- 
rying fix Pounders, taken by the D. oi Marlbo" 
roughy at the Battle of Ramelies. — Here the famous 
French Houfhold Troops which had been boafted 
of as impenetrable were totally defeated and ruin- 
ed : The French loft 8000 Men killed, and 6000 
Frifoners. 

- 23. A Mortar that throws nine Shells at a Time j 
out of which the Baloons w^e fired at the late 
Fire-works. 

Befides thofe above enumerated there are in this 

. .Store-room, a vaft Number of Brafs Cannon all 

new 3 together with Spunges, Ladles, Rammers, 

Handfpikcs, 
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JIandfpUcefy Wadhooks, 6cc. Miierewith the Walls 
are lined all ronod ; and under the Cieling there 
liang on Pdles upwards of 4O0cHaniers for Horfes, 
befides Men's^ Hw-nefs, Dmg-ropefi, ^t. This 
JU*:irj, which is at leaft 380 Feet in kngdn 50 
wide, and 24 high, hak a nii^in the Middle 16 
Feet wide, on each Side of which the Artillery are 
phiced. In it are 20 Pilidrs for fupporting the fmail 
Anmory above ; ail hune round with Implements 
«f War : And befide* ^e Trophies of Standardt, 
-Colours^ isfc. taicen ^om the Enemy, At k now 
horned with the eranfparent and well-coloured 
Phftares brought thither from the Fire-Worlds play- 
ed off at the Condufion of the late Peace* 



Of the Horse . Armort, 

H£R£ the£p0ftatot is entertained with ^ 
^xfeA Kjeprefentation of thofe illuflrious 
Kings and ifenoes of oar own Nation^ of who& 
fjaUant AfttcsM, he has he&rd and read fo much y 
•^1 of thdni e(^i{](ped imd iitthig on Horre'4>ack, in 
the £ame brq^t tand fi»H^ Armour tlfty were ufed 
%o we&r at the^ very Time when thofe gterious 
•Deeds wete pcifbrifted. Which wifl be f<yr ever re* 
otembered to their Praife* B«it not • to Mt^cipate 
the Reader's Curiofity.— -— In afcendinglte-Stair- 
ffiBffb, juft 4s you oifm^ IX> the Lai^ding {dace, by 
vaftmg yout £ye iliwafd you wilt fee the Figure^ 
of a -Grenadier in his Accoutrements, as-if uponDu*- 
tyy with his PreterlHfteduptAilvis Arm^whic^atfiifl. 
Glance you witi be upt tQ miftake for redl Life, & 

admirably 
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admirably has the Painter difcovercd the Excellence 
ofhis Art in theReprefentationofthisCcntincl Hav- 
ing entered the Room you firft behold a vaft Num- 
ber of IronCapsj and Breaft-plates, moftof whicA 
were in Ufe in the late War j but the only one that 
was wont to be (hewn as a Curiofity, hangs upon 
a Beam on the left Hand as you pafs thro* the En- 
try ; it has had the lower Edge of the left Side 
carryed away by a flant Shot of a Cannon Ball 9 
and as an old Warder ufed to tell the Story, the 
Rim of the Man's Belly that wore it, and 
Part of his Bowels w6re carried slway at the fame 
Time ; notWithftanding which, being put under 
the Care of a Ikillful Surgepn, the Man recovered 
and lived ten Years afterwards : This Story the old 
.Warder conftantly told to all Strangers, till hi$ 
late Royal Highnefs the -Prince oi fVdles coming 
to feetheCuriofities of the Tower, andit falling to 
the old Man's Lot to attend his Highnefs, when he 
came to this Bread -plate, he repeated to him his ac- 
cuftomed Tale : His Royal Highnefs iiften'd to 
him with feeming Pleafure, and when he had done 
looking upon him with a Smile: And what, Friend, 
fiid he, is there fo extraordinary in all this ! I re- 
member myfelf, to have read in aBook, of a Soldier 
who had his Head cleft in two fo dexteroufly by his 
Enemy that one Half of it fell on one Shoulder, and 
the other Half of it on the oppofite Shoulder 5 and 
yet, on his Comrade's clapping the two Sides nice- 
ly together again, and binding them clofe with his 
Handkerchief, the Man did well, drank his Pot of 
Ale at Night, and fcarcely recoHeSed that ever he 

had been hurt. This fimilar Story fo feafon- 

ably apply'd fet all tho Company that attended 
his Royal Highnefs in a Horfe-laugh, which fo 
dafhed the old Warder, that he never had Cou- 
rage 
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imge to tell hie Story a^aioj fo thut the poof bi(?- 
tered Breaft-plate has km uaiKHiedd «ver fince. 

I havrc already faid, that the Stl?aft-p)aC€9 here 
kid up "Wete almoft all m Ufe in the kte War ; 
but they were not thought n^cefiary at? iirft, til 
lb«. Waat of them was felt at the Battle of Def- 
tiffgen^ when the black Mufketetrfi of the Enemy 
bei»g covered with thefr CuiraffeS, (the. fame 
Piece of Armour with the Addition of a Back- 
piece} pierced the v&rf Lines of our Army, and 
lode up undaunted to the Mufels of our Guns, 
till being flafiked by our Foot, aftd ill fup- 
poiteid by their own Troops, they were forced 
to retir-e, tho* With aa mcortfiderable Lofs, conff*. 
ieriog. thek" debate Attempt. This plainly dif-- 
covesred the great ufe of Brcaft-plates, and OrdeHs 
were fcnt to England for the immediate Embaika*- 
tion of all that were in the Tower fit for Servicer 
In the Wars of Q..^/}/«, there was the fame OmHfi* 
jon till the Duke of Marlbcfough, being convin- 
ced of the Difadvanfage his Horfe fought under, 
againft an Enemy entrenched, as it were, in Iron ; 
fent Lord Cad^gan over, who went himfelf to thfe 
ToWef, and chofe out as many Breaft and Back- 
plates as he could find fit for his Purpofe ; but the 
Duke would not fuffer the Litter to be Worn, be- 
ing, a^ he faid, an ufeleis Incumbrance ; for he 
was ftitie Hh Men would never ihew their Backs 
to the Enemy. Moft of thofe Breaft-platcsare Muf* 
ket Proof ; they are quilted on the Infide, and fo 
contrived as to cover the 'Whole Trunk of the 
JBody, and yet by the Manner of fixing them oa 
are very littk Trouble to the Wearer. There 
fcre likewise to be fcen here a great many Cuiraf- 
&s taken from the French out of a Ship catted 
the H<>ly^Ghofij and marked Tofras^ perhaps the 
Admiral's Name. 

What 
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What has been ikid above h rather by Way of 
lUmark than Dcfcription.-».»r-^When you entar 
the Room the BrSk Tbing yjour Condu^er prefanlB 
to your Notice is, . • 

1. The Figucesof the Horfe and Foot, on yaw: 
left Hand, £uppofed to be dfa«m up in miiitasy 
Qffder to attend the Kit^ on the other Side of the 
Houfe ; thefe Figures ars as big as ^e Life, and 
have lately been now painted, and look in4eed 
very noble* 

2. A la^ tilting Lauoce of Cbar^ Brnfidm, 
Duke of SiffUk^ King ifymy VUlthfu Qetmti 
in Fran£^.^T.--*^ThiM Nobleman wcrUad at the 
dien fafhionableDttverfioa4»f Tilting, aa(i[.£n|Mi«r 
King Hinry VIII. who was lHofwrife jpaffimateiy 
fond of that royal Exerdfe, ^gave the lUng fucfa a 
Shock with his Spear, that had like to luiare &st 
bin his Liiis.-***^The Duke's Valour had indeed 
been fufficiently tried in Francij when he aittende- 
^ Prinoefs Mary of England on her Marriage with 
Lswis the XIL"**-^— On this Ocpafion, Frafms Jk 
VaUis^ prefunjptive Hcjr to the Crown of Franct^ 
being wiUing to give fome Proof of his Valour, 
«auied Jiifts to be proclaimed; t&efe JuHs contiau^ 
ed three Days, in which 305 men at Arms were 
anfweied by dieirDefenciancs; of whom fonoe were 
(o hurt that they died foon after : FruncU had 
chofen the Duke and the MaD()ois of Ddrfet two 
of his Aids, and being hurt hipiiblf at firft, defined 
the Duke and Marquis to iight at Barriers, who 
therefore took the Arft Plac^ againft ail Comers. 
In the mean Time Francis^ as was thought in- 
tending ail AfFroot to the Duke, caufed a German^ 
the ilrongeft about the Court, to be armed fecf et^. 
ly, and toprefenthiovfdf : They both did well; 
yet the Duke at lait, witiL the But-cnd of his 

*- JBpear^ 
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Spear, ftruck the German till he ftaggcred ; and 
then the Rail w^s let fall : Having breathed a 
while, they renewed the Fight, when the Duke fo 
mauled the German about the Head, that the 
Blood guihed out at his Nofe and Ears, and then 
lie was focretly conveyed away. Before this En- 
counter the Duke had likewife unhorfed a Gentle- 
man at Tilts, and hurt him defperately. 

3. A compleat Suit of tilting Armour, fuch as 
the Kings, Nobility, and Gentlemen at Arms 
ttfed to exercife in on Horfeback ; at which Di- 
verfion one of the Kings oi France, h faid to have 
been killed, by a Shiver of a Spear ftriking him 

in the Eye. Likewife the tilting Launce, the 

Reft for the tilting Launce, with the grand Guard, 
and the Slits before the Eye through which they 
take the Sight, 

4. A compleat Suit of Armour made for K. 
Henry VIIL when he was but 18 Years of Age, 
rough from the Hammer : Tis at leaft fix Feet 
high, and the Joints ia the Hands, Arms and 
Thighs, Knees, and Feet play like the Joints of a 
Rattle-ihakc, and are moved with all the Facility 
imaginable. The Method of learning the Exer- 
cife of Tilting was upon wooden Horfes fet on 
Caftors, which by the Sway of the Body could 
be moved every Way ; fo that by frequent Prac- 
tice the Rider could fliift, parry, ftrike, unhorfe, 
and 'i^coverwith furprizing Dexterity. Some of the 
Horfes in this Armory had undoubtedly been made 
Ufe of for this Furpofe ; and it is but lately that 
theCaftors have been taken from their Feet. 

5. A littleSuitof ArmourmadeforK.Ci&<7r/<ff IL 
when he was Prmce of PFales^ and about fc- 
ven or eight Years of Age, with a Piece of 
Armour for his Horfe's Head ; the whole moft 
curioufty wrought and inlaid with Silver. 

6. Lord 
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• 6. IjOiACourcfs Armour, who, as the War- 
ders tell you, was grand Champion in Ireland^ and 
as a Proof (hew you the very Sword he took from 
the Champion o( France \ for which valiant Ac- 
tion he and all his Succeflbrs, have the Honour 
to wear their Hats in the King's Prefence ; which 
Privilcdge, add they, is enjoyed by Lord Kitdare^ 
as head of that antient and noble Family, at this 
Day* I t is recorded indeed of this Courcy^ that 
when a Confpiracy was form'd againft him in 
Ireland^ by his own Servants, at the Inftigation 
of Hugh de'Ltuyy who was jealous of his Power, 
tho' he was betrayed at his Devotions, he laid 13 
of the Coofpirators dead at his Feet before he was 
over-powered. He was afterwards committed Pri- 
foner to the Tower of London^ and it is no impro- 
bable Conjefhire, that what is (hewn is the very- 
Armour he brought with him to that Prifon. 

7. Real Coats of Mall, called Brigandine Jack- 
ets : they confift of fmall Bits of Steel, fo artfully 
quilted one over another, as to refift the Point of 
a Sword, or even, I believe, a Muflcet-buUet, and 
yet they arc fo flexible that you may bend youi^ 
Body in them any Way, as well as in ordinary 
Cloathing. 

8. An Indian Suit of Armour, fent as a Prefent 
to King Charles II. from the Great Mogul : This 
is indeed, a great Curiofity : It is made of Iron 
Quills about two Inches long ; finely japaned arid 
ranged in Rows, one Row flipping over another 
very artificially j they are bound together with 
Silk Twift very Strong : They are ufed in that 
Country as a Defence againft Darts and Arrows 
poifoned or unpoifoned. 

6. A neat little Suit of Armour, in which 

is a carved Figure reprefenting Rich ard Ji\xkt^ of 

Xorky King Edward, the IVth's youngeft Son, 

E who 
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^bo vritb his Brdtber Edward V. were {mother- 
ed in the bloody Tower by order of Richard llh 
cooamonly ealled C^rook-back'd Richard, cheir 
Uncle and Guardian : The Manner of their Deaths 
was this : One Sir Janus Tyml^ a ftrong refo- 
Uae Fellow^ b^tOgaCoauniffionfrom the King 
for that Purpdfe, and enploving one MUis Fdtre/t^ 
a common Ruffian, and John Dighton^ hit own 
Groom, thoTe two Wretches by Night, entered 
the Room where the young Princes, attended on* 
ly by one Servant, were confined, and while they 
ilept, fmothered them in tbeir Bed-cloaths. Af- 
ter this 7}rr// ordered them to be buried at the 
Stair-foot, deej^ under Ground ; where their 
Bones were adually found in the Reign of King 
CharUsll. 

10. The Armour of the Great John oiGaunt^ 
Duke of Lancafiery who was the Son of a King, 
the Father of a King, and Uncle to a King, but 
was never King himfelf. DugdmU iays, that more 
Kings and fovereign Princes fpnmg from his Loins 
than from any King in Cbrtfimdom, He was in- 
terred, with Blancby hts Srft Wife, on the North 
Side of the Choir of the old Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul ; an^ on his Monument hung his proper 
Helmet and Spear ; as alfo his Target cov^ed 
with Horiif which precious Reliques were unfor* 
tunately confumod with that ftately Edifice itfelf, 
Ky the dreadful Fire of London. The Armour here 
ihewa is feven Foot high, and the Sword and 
Launce of enormous Size. 

11. The Droll Figure of ff^ll, Simarsy as the 
Warders tell you, iSng Henry Vlllth's Jcfter % 
an honeft Man, fay they, of a Woman's making. 

He had a handfome Woman to his Wife, 
"^hp mftde him a Cuckold; and wears his Horns 
on bis Head becaufe they ibould not wear Holes 

in 
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m Ms Pockets.— ^e would neither belieye King, 
Queen» nor any about the Court that he was a 
Cuckold, till he put on his Sp^acles to fee, be- 
ing a little dim-ii^ted as all Cuckolds ftiould be ; 
m which antic Manner he is here roprcfented. 

12. ACollarof Torments, which, fayyourCon- 
dudors,ufed formerly tobeput about the Women's 
Necks that cuckol'd their Hufbands, or fcolded 
at them when they came home late ; but that Cu- 
ftpm is left ofF now»a-days to prevent quarreling 
for Collars, there not being Smiths enough to make 
them, as moft married Men are fure to want them 
at one Time or other. 

We come now to the Line of Kings, which, to 
follow the Ordtr of your Conduftors, we muft re- 
verfe the Order of their Chronology, and defcribe 
the laft firft ; as 

!• His late Majefty K. George L in a compleat 
Suit of Armour, fitting with a Truncheon in his 
Hand on a white Horfe richly caparifoned, 
having a fine Turkey Bridle gilt with Go'd> with a 
Globe^ Crefcent, and Star ; velvet Furniture laced 
with Goici, and Gold Trappings. This Prince was 
born in 1660, came to the Crown on the Death 
of Queen Jftff^ -^guji i, 1714, and died June 11, 
1727. on his Journey to Hanover, 

2. The late King Willtom III. dref:,'d in th« 
Tcry Suit of Armour worn by Edward the black 
Prince, Son to Edward III. in the famous Battle of 
Crejfy^ wherein the French loft j i Princes, 80 Ban- 
Berets, 1200 Knights, 1500 Gentlemen at Arms, 
4000 Squires, who were mounted onHorfeback ; 
and 30)O0O common Men. He is mounted on a 
forrel Horfe, whofe Furniture is green Vehet em- 
broidered with Silver, and holds in his right Hand 
a Flaming-fwofd. The Battle of the Bayne in 
E 2 Ireland 
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Ireland and the taking Namurcy are the only twa 
memorable Vidories of this warlike King ; who 
was born in 1650, afcended the Britijh Throne on 
the Abdication of K. James II. his Father-in- Law, 
February 13, 1688, and died March 8, 1702, by 
a Fall from his Horfe. 

3. K. Charles II. drefled in the Armour that 
was worn by the Champion oi England zt the 
Coronation of his prefent Majefty. There is no- 
thing very memoipable in this King's Story but 
his Sufferings and his Reftoration to the Crown' 
after 12 Years Banifhment. He fits with a Tnii*- 
cheon in his Hand on a fine Horfe richly capa- 
rifoned with Crimfon Velvet laced with Gold» 
He was born in 1650^ fucceedcd to the Throne 
on the Death of his Father CA^zr/^if I. January 30^ 
1649, and died February 6, 16&4. 

4. K. Charles I. in a rich Suit of his own pro- 
per Armour, giltwith Gold, and curioufly wrought, 
prefented to him by the City pf London^ when he 
was Prince of If ales ; and is the fame Armour 
that was laid on the Coffin at the Funeral Procef-i 
fion of the late great Duke of Marlborough ; on 
which occafion a Collar of EiTes was added to it, 
and is now round it. The Civil Wars in this 
Prince's Reign and his untimely Death afford a^ 
very melancholy Story which will never be for • 

fatten. He was born in 1600, fucceeded his 
ather K. Jarrus L March 27, 1625, and was 
beheaded in Sight of his own Palace Gates, Janu^ 
ary 30, 1649. 

5, James I. of England^ and Vlth of Scotland. 
By his fucceeding to the Throne of England^ oa 
the Death of Q;.£/rz<7^//A, the Kingdoms oi Eng- 
land and Scotland^ which till then had been at con- 
tinual Wars, were united under one Head. He 
fits on Horfeback with aTruct^n in his right 

Hand, 
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Hand^drefied in a compleat Suit of figured Armour. 
He was born in 1566, mounted the ^^/^Z//^; Throne 
March 24, 1603, and died March 27, lf)^S^ af* 
tcr one of the moft inglorious Reigns of any in the 
Britiflj Hiftory. 

6. King Edward Yl. the firft Proteftant Princt 
that ever reigned in England (if tlie Father of the 
Reformation be excepted) He is faid by fome to 
have been cut out of his Mother's Belly (Ladf 
Jane Seymour) but that Queen lived 12 Days' after 
her Delivery. The memorable AtSlsof his Reign 
are thofe of Charity and Beneficence. He ga\:e 
to the Citizens of London three Hofpitalsj to wit, 
that of ChriJi'Church for the Maintenance and E- 
ducatjon of poor Citizens Children ; that of Bride- 
welly for breed ihg them up to Trades ;' and that 
of St. Thomas ^ for healing the Sick and Difeafed. 
He is drefled in a mpft curious. Suit of Steel Ar- 
mour, whereon are depifted, in different Com- 
partments, a vaft Variety of Scripture Hiftories, 
alluding to Battks and other memorable PaiTages. 
He fits on Horfeback, like the Reft, with a Trun* 
cheon in his right Hand. He was born OSiober 
t2, 15371 proclaimed King January 31, 1547,. 
and died July 6, i553* 

7. King Henry VIII. in his own proper Ar*- 
mour^ being of polifhed Steel, the Foliages where- 
of are gilt or inlaid with Gold. In his right HanJhf 
bears a Sword, but whether of Cruelty or Mercy,. 
will hardly, I think, admit a Doubt. His Reign is 
mark'd with the Divorce and Murder of Wives, 
the Dcftruflion of religious Houfes and Monaftc 
ries, and by a Defiance of allLav/s divine and hu- 
man. He was bom June 2% y 149 ij fucceeded^ 
his Father i/<?«r;r VII. to the Crown April %Zy 
1509, and died January 28, 1547. 

E 3 8. lle^rx* 
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8. Henry VII. who killed Richard 111. in the 
memorable Battle of Bofworth Field, and by mzx^ 
Xf/it\g Elizabeth eldeft Daughter of Edward IV", 
united the two famous Houfes of, TarA and i^wf- 
cajler, about whofe Claims to the Throne a Der 
luge of Engtijb Blood had been poured forth. 
This Prince holds lik«wife a Sword in his Hand^ 
and fits on Horfeback in a compleat Suit of Ar- 
mour, finely wrought, and wafh'd with Silver. 
He. was born 1457, crowned O^obsr 30, 1485^ 
and died April 12, 1509^ 

9. King Edward V. who,, with his Brother 
Richard, as has been faid^ was finothered in the 
bloody Tower : He was proclaimed King, but 
never crowned v. for which Reafon a Crown is 
hung over his Head : He is in a rich Suit of Ar* 
mour finely decorated ; and holds in his right Hand 
aXaunce. 

10. King Edward ly.FsitheTito the two unr 

happy Princes above-mentioned : His Reign is 

iiained with Blood and Luft ;. and tho' he was 

fortunate in moft of his Battles, yet his Vidories 

were all at the Expence of his own Subjeils : 

At the Battle of Towton 36,000 EngUJh are faid 

to have been kill'dj and dating his Reign Gutheric 

fays no lefs than 200,Q0O Englijb loft their Lives 

ip the Conteft betwixt Henry oJF Lancaftery and 

ihis Edward, of Tork, He was equally formed 

Tor Love and War, and his Gallantries with the 

Citizens Wives, among which was the. famous 

yane Sh/fre^ are ft ill remembered with Detefta- 

fion. He is here diftinguifhed by a Suitof biight 

Armour ftudded, and by holding in his right Hand 

a drawn Sword« He was bom in 144I9 began 

his Reign March 4, 1460, and died in 1483. 

II. King Henry VI. who, tho* crowned Kbg' 
^ France zt Faris, left all that Kingdom. In 

hi3 



Digitized by LjOOQTC 



OftheToiNL^y 4/ri /Vi Curiofities. 55 

Bis Reign no Ids than 16 Battles were fought at 
Home and Abroad. The bloody Civil Wars com- 
menced between the Houies of York and Lan- 
eafter^ already mentioned. The Rebellion of 

Zack Cade^ who entered London^ and beheaded 
ord Say:^ happened in his Reign. The famou9 
'Joan of Are^ or Maid of Orleans y ftarted up al- 
fo, and fpread her Fame through all Enrope by 
raifing the Siege of Orleans* In his* Time alfo 
the Art of Printing was introduced into England^ 
He was Born in: 1422, began- his Reign ^)Ef^^ 
31, the fame Year, (being an Infant) and was 
Murdered in the Tower by the Duke of GUu-^ 
cefter in 147 1. 

12. Warlike and Viftorious Henry the Vth, 
who by His Conquefls in /V/?«r^ gained knmdrtal 
Glory. He caufed,Himfelf to be acknowiedged* 
Regent- and Prefumptive Heir of that Kingdom. 
With only 9000 Englijh he defeated 150,000 
French zt the Battle of JgincourU where he took 
more- Prtfoners than he had Men in his Army 
Near Harfleur 15,000 French were defeated by* 
1500 Englijh. This Prince was Sir John FaU 

ftaff's Companion. He was Born in 1389. Be- 
gan to Reign March 20. 14x2, and died Au^ 
guji 31. 1422. A (hort Reign but full of Glory. 

13. Henry IV. Great J^hn of G aunt's Som 
His Reign is made infamous by a bloody Statute^ 
to burn Heretics. He was notwithflanding Va- 
liant, but his Courage was employed to Tecure*' 
himfclf on a Throne, to which he had but flight* 
Pretenftonst Four Infurrefiions againft him were 
defeated, the greateft of which he qucll'd himfelf 
by the Battle dr Shrewsbury ^ wherein Harry Hot^ 
fpur and 10,000 Rebels fell, beiides as many of 
bis own Troops. He twice beat the fFeUh under 
OwmGknd$wer. He was Born J367. Afcended 

the 
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Ibe Throne, StpUmbir 291 1399^ and died March 
ao> 1413. 

14. Edward III. JAn of Gaunt^s Father, and 
Father to Edward the Black Prime^ of whom 
we have already fpokcn. Beftdes the Battle of 
Cr^J^y the ever-memorable Bat^ of FoMers waj 
fottght by this vaKant King, at which John King 
€^ France was taken Prifoner, and brought to 
England^ where he met David King of Scots^ a 
Prjifoner there alfe ; and thefe two^ accompanied 
Vy* the King of England and the Kbg of Cyprus^ 
who happened to be on hb Travels at the Engli/h 
' Court, were all entertained at a Banquet, by a 
Citizen oi London at Vintners Hall, DavidlLmg 
of Scats was afterwards ranfomed for 10,600 
Miiarht and yahn King of Francd for 500,060 
Crowns* Edward the Black Prime ^ti in 1376, 
tQ the ioexpreffibk Grief of the King and the 
whole Nation $ but his Son, Riciard 11. fucceed- 
ed to the Throne, whereby the famous Jokn of 
Gaunt was exQluded.. Edward III. is reprefent* 
ed here in a \^enefaUe Grey fie^d, ami in a Suit 
of plain bfi^ Armour, with two Crowns on his 
Sw^rd, alluding to the two Kingdoms, France 
aitMi EnglaM^ ■ of both which he was crowned 
Kh^g,' and was the firft who quartered the Arms 
of France with his own ; adding the Motto IXieu 
H nwnDreit He was boni in 13119 called ta 
the Throne on the DefpoTitioci of Ms Father, Ja^-i 
nmry 25, 13269 and died June 21, 1377. ^^^^^ 
* glorious Reign of 50 Year^ . i 

' 1$. Edward I. ia a very cusiou6 S»it of gutltf 
Armour> wkh this PeouKarit}r, - '^at the Shoes 
thoeof ace of NbiL , He is reprdboied with a. 
BattW-Ay iaUahaod, perhaps to diftioguilb hint 
UAtA the left, he being the only K^in the Linci 
that )o§A empiiD^cd hie Arms againft t& 7»»ks ami 

Infdfls^ 
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Infidels J by an Expedition to tire Holy Land, The 
Warders tell you, that being there fhot with a 
poifoned Arrow, his Queen who accompanied 
him,, fucking the Wound, flie died and he lived ; 
and add, that he afterwards brought her Corpfe 
over, and buried it in IVeftmnfter Abbey ; but 
Cambden^ who reports this fa&, tells it thus: 
*' When her Hufband was treacherouffy wound- 
** ed by a Moor with a poifonous Dagger, and the 
** Wounds, by reafon of the Malignity of the Poi- 
•« fon, could not be clofed, fhe licked them daily 
«* with her own Tongue, and fucked out the 
«* venomous Humour; by the Power whereof he 
«* was entirely cured of his Wound, and {he 
<« efcaped unhurt.*' This fa6l happened in 1272; 
flie Queen (Eleanor of Cajiile) died at Herdly in 
Lincoln/hire^ November ^g^izgo^ being 18 Years 
ifter; from whence fte was carried to TVc/fmirt- 
Jler jfbbey^ and there pompoufFy interred by order 
of her Huiband. This warlike Prince conquer'd 
Wales I afferted a Right of Sovereignty over Scot'^ 
landy Tdxkd Baliol to the Throne of that King- 
dom, and afterwards cited him before the Parlia- 
ment at Wejlminjier^ to anfwer to a Complaint 
rtrade againft him by the Bsirl of Fife. He v^^as 
every where Vidtorious, and his Reign is famed 
for Afts of Juftice, and is one of the faireft in the 
Ehglijh Hiftory. He was bom 1239^ made the 
Crufade in his Father's Life Time, and received 
the News of his Death, and of his own Advance- 
ment to the Crown in his Journe}*^ home. He 
began his Reign, November 16,-1272. and died 
of the Bloody Flux, July 7, 1307. ' ' 

?6. Firft in the Line, tho' laft (hewn, fits 
fVilliam the Conqueror, Duke of Ndrmandyy fir 
a Suit of plain Armour : This valiant Prince, hav- 
ing with his Nornwnsy on fom e p retence of Right 
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to the Crown, invaded England, by one decifive 
Battle accompliflied his great Dcfign. This me^ 
morableBattle was fbixghtO^foier 14, 1066, neat 
Hafiingi in SuffisXy in which King Harold with 
the Flower of the Englijb Nobility and beft War- 
riors were flain. Son^e Authors affirvi, that this 
Vit^Qry was obtained by means of the Broad-Ar- 
row and Icwjg Bow which the Normam were in 
PofleiEon of, and with which the EngBJb were 
then utterly unacquainted, tho' afterwards they 
became fuch expert Archers, that with the (ame 
Weapons they conquered France. The Glory of 
WtlUanfi Reiga>and of bis Vidories, is ftain'dby 
the cruel and arbitrary Forreft Laws he ena£led» 
SMid the Wafte and Devaftation, he made by conrr 
verting a Trad of Land of more than^ thre«fcorc; 
Miles in cucumference into a Den of wild Beaft^ 
driving die Inhabitants out, and filling their H*» 
bitationa with Wolves and Boars 5 forbidding at 
the fame Time thofc unhappy Men, wfaoTe Landa 
and Properties they had invaded, on pain of Oeath^ 
to kill either Deer or wild Boar \ for the King, aa 
an Hiftorian ha^it, lov'd all thofe wild Beafts,. aSi 
if he had been their Father. He was Born ior 
1027, was crown'd O&obir 14, io66, anddied 
September i)^ ^^?7' 

7. Over the Door, as you go out of this Ar- 
moury is a Target, on which are engraved by A 
Mafterly Hand the Figures, as it flaould fcem, 
of Fortune, Fortitude and Juftice ; and round 
the Room the Walls are every where lined with 
various old unconunon Pieces of Armour, finch' 
as Targets, Cap?, Horfes Heads, Breaft Plates,, 
and many other Sorts, for which the very Names 
U^ now wanting* 
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( 

Of the Jewel-Office. 

WE have already giv«n a Dcfcription of the 
Place, and NotWng remains, but to give 
a« Account of the Curtofities C( ntuitied in it. 

And I. The Imperial Crown that a 1 the Kings 
of England h2tv^ been crown'd with fmce Ed-' 
fcwr^ the Confeflbr, in 1042. It w of Gdd, en- 
riched with Diamonds, Ruries, Emeralds, Sa- 
plures and Pearls. The Cap within is of Purple 
Velvet, lined with white TcafFcty, turned up with 
three rows of Ermine. ■■■ They are miftaken 
in ftiewing this as the antient Imperial Diadem of 
St. Edward \ for that, (with the other antient 
Regalia of this Kingdom) was kept in the arched 
Room in theCloyftcrs of Wejhninjier Ahhey till 
the grand Rebellion, when in 1642 Harry Mar^ 
titty by order of the then Parliament, broke open 
the Iron Cheft in which it was fecured, took it 
thence, and Sold it, together with the Robes, 
Sword, and Scepter of St. Edward. After the 
Refl-oration, King Charles II. had one made like 
it i which is this now ihewn. 

2. The Golden Orb or Globe, put into the 
King's Right Hand before he is Crown'd, and 
borne in his Left, with the Scepter in his Righr, 
upon his Return into WeftminHir Hall after he is 
crown'd. It b about fix inches in Diameter, 
edged with Pearl, and enriched with Preciouf* 
Stones. On the Top is an Amatliyft, of a Vider 
Colour, near an Inch and a Half in Height, fee 
upon a rich Croft of GoM^ adorned with Dia- 
monds, 
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monds, Pearls, and precious Stones. The whole 
height of the Ball and Cap is eleven Inches. 

3. The Golden Scepter with its Crofs^ fct upon 
a large Amathyft of great value, garnifhed round 
with Table Diamonds. The Handle of the Scep- 
ter is plain, but the Pummel is fet round with 
Rubies, Emeralds and fmall Diamonds. The Top 
rifes into a Fleur de Lis of fix Leaves, all en^ 
rich'd with precious Stones, from whence ifTueth 
a Mound or Ball made of the Amathyft already 
mentioned. — The Scepter is a very ancient En- 
Jign of Kingly Power. Among the Jewsj^ it was 
ufed as an Emblem of Power and Royalty, and 
Spiritually as a Weapon to oppofe the Wicked, 
and proted the Good. The Crofs is quite cover- 
ed with precious Stones. 

4. The Scepter with the Dove, the Emblem 
of Peace, perch'd on the Top of a fmall Jerufa' 
km Crofs, finely ornamented with table Diamonds 
and Jewels of great Value. — This Emblem was 
firft ufed by Edward the Confejfor^ as appears by 
his Seal- It is alfo marked on the Seals of Henry 

I. Stephen and Henry II. but omitted by Richard 
t.^^Richard II. aiTumed it again on his Seal, and 
it was ufed alfo by Edward IV, and Richard IIL 
The ancient one was fold with the reft. This 
now in the Tower was made after the Reftora- 
tion. 

A bold Attempt was made in the Reign of K,Ch. 

II. to carry off thefe Enfigns of Royalty, the Parti- 
culars whereof are worth reciting, and the rather 
as they are omitted by our latter Hiftorians, tho' 
the moft fingular Enterprize that ever was un-. 
dertaken. — The Projeftor of this Theft, was one 
C^l. Bloody by Birth a Gentleman of Inland^ 
who, having fpent his Subftance in following the 
Fortune of King Chaiilesj II.. wbile in Adverfity, 

thought 
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tliought himfelf hardly ufcd, by being negledled 
when that Prince was reftored to his juft Rights; 
and therefore, after being engaged in fevcral very 
defperate, tho' unfuccefsful riots, fuch as furpiz- 
ing the Caftle of Dublin, and feizing the Perfon 
df the Duke of Ormonde and others, he at length 
thought of a Scheme .to make himfelf amends, 
once for all, by feizing the Crown, Globe, Scep- 
ter, and Dove, and carrying them all off toge- 
ther ; for this purpofe he put himfelf into the Ha- 
bit of a Doflor of Divinity, with a little Band, 
a long falfe Beard, a Cap with Ears, and all thofc ' 
other Formalities of Garb belonging to that De- 
gree, except the Gown, choofing rather to make 
ufe of a Cloak, as moft proper for his Dcfign, 
Under this Difguife,*he made it his Bufmefs to get 
acquainted with the Keeper of the Regalia ; an 
old Man, whom he treated and carreffed at a rate, 
not fo much expenfive, as kind and obliging ; by 
which means fuch a Friendfliip and Intimacy was 
foon eftablifhed between them, that the old Mail 
having a Son, and the Doctor pretending to have 
a Daughter, they mutually agreed to match them 
together ; but the Son being at Sea, put the pre- 
tended Daughter under no NeceiBty of appearing* 
—The Night before the Faft was to be done, 
the Dc6lor told the old Man, that he had fome 
Friends at his Houfe that wanted to fee the Regalia^ 
but that they were to go out of Town pretty 
early in the Morning, and therefore hoped he 
would gratify them with the Sight,' though they 
might come a little before the ufual Hour, (^/oad 
Jiad engaged three Accomplices, named Deshordugh, 
Kelfey and Perroty in this Enterprize.) Accord-' 
ingly two of them came, accompanied by the 
Doftor, about eight in the Morning, and the third- 
held their Horfes that waited for them at the outer 
F Gate 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



6.2 0/ /i&r Tower, and Us Curiofities. 

^Gatc of the Tower, ready Saddled ; they had 
no other Apparatus but a Wallet and a wooden 
Mallet, which there was no great Difficulty to con- 
ceal. Upon their approach the old Man received 
*them with great Civility ; and prefently admitted 
them into his Office ; but as it is cuftomary for 
the Keeper of the Regalia, when he fhews them, 
to lock himfelf up in a kbd of Grate with open 
jBars, to the end, that thofe Things of high Va- 
Jue may be feen but not ^iled, the old Man 
had no fooner opened the Door of this Place, but 
the Doftor and his Companions were in at his 
Heels, and without giving him Time to afk Quef- 
tjons, effcflually filenced him, by knocking him 
-^own with the wooden Mallet ; they then in- 
ftantly made flat the Bows of the Crown to make 
jt more portable, feized the Scepter and Dove, 
put them into the Wallet together, and was 
preparing to make their Efcape, when, unfortu- 
nately for them, the old Man's Son, who had 
not been at home for ten Years before, came from 
• Sea in the very Nick, and being told that his Fa- 
ther was with fome Friends, that would be very 
glad to fee him, at the Jewel OfEce, he polled 
thither immediately, and met Blood and his Com- 
panions as they were juft coming out ; who, in- 
flead of returning and fecuring him, as in goott 
Policy they ought to have done, puflied forwarct 
ivith their Prize, in order to efcape j but the 
voung Man feeing his Father weltering in his 
felood, and the Treafure gone, inftantly alarmed" 
thcfirft upon Guard, who giving the Signal to 
the reft, the Gates were fliut, and the Criminal* 
fecured, all but the Man who held the Horfes, 
v^rho inftantly fled upon the firft Rumour : Upon 
fcarching them, the Prize was recovered,, though 
allbruifed and battered ,and one Stone foff, which 

was 
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was afterwards foundry a Crnder Wench and fi- 
ftored ; the next ihing to be done, wrs to co^ifirfe 
the Prifoners, and acquaint his Majesty with ihe 
Nature of their Offence, and take Diredions froSi 
Court how'to proceed : The Refiilt was, that the 
King had a fancy to examine Blood himfelf; an8: 
while all Men thought that fome new Punifli- 
ment would be devifed to torture fo daring an 
Offender, his Majefty thought proper, not only 
to pardon him and hi3 Accomplices, but to grant 
Blood 'A Penfion, fome fay of 500/. a Year du- 
ring his Life. What the motives were, that in- 
duced his Majefty to flicw fo jnuch Lenity to a 
Man, who had been engaged in fo many Plots 
and Confpiracies, is yet a Secret, and ever muflr 
remain fo : many conjectures were formed, and 
Surmifes made, but no Man knew the Truth. 
Blood foon after died of Grief, being convided 
of a Plot againft the Duke of Buckingham^ who 
Uid' a heavy Adion of Scandalum Magnaium a- 
gainfl him, bv which he was like to remain a 
Plrifoner for Life ; though moft People were of 
Opinion, that thb Plot was forged againft him by 
his Enemies ; and having efcaped Puniflunent for 
what he did do, fuffered at laft, for what he 
did not do.. We have but Juft hinted that Blood 
was engaged in a Plot to furprize Dublin Cafttfy 
and another to feize the Perfon of the Duke of 
Ormondi of both which, though a little foreign 
to our Subjca, we fliall give a brief Account. 
Upon the Reftoration, many Englijh^ Scots, and 
Irijh were diffatisfied, and wanted only a Head 10 
lead them into A£Hon : Col. Bloody having de- 
clared himfelf of their Party, was thought a pro- 
per Peffonfor that Purpofc; and, as nothing could 
be attempted in England with any Probability of 
Succefs, Ireland was pitched upon for the Scene 
F2 of 
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of Rebellion : The Colonel knowing what Ad- 
vantage it would be to thcic Caufe, to be Matter 
of fome Place of Strength, propofed to begin 
with the Surprize of Dublin Cattle i which was 
accordingly .to have been attempted on the 29th 
of May^ the Anniverlary of the King's Return, 
in the following Manner: Bloody with a Company 
of refolute Fellows, were, under a Pretence of 
prefenting a Petition to the Duke of Ormondj 
then Lord Lieutenant, to have procured Admit- 
Unce, and feized his Perfon, while about four* 
fcore chofen Foot, in the Habit of Tradcfmen, 
were to have waited without, and upon a certain 
Signal to have furprized the Guards : But this 
Plot, by the Treachery of one of the Confpirators, 
having been defeated before it was ripe, a Pro- 
clamation was iffued out, with a Reward of Five 
KunJred Pounds for the Apprehenfion of any of 
tijc Ringleaders ; in confequence whereof, one 
Mr. Lockeyy Brother-in-Law, to Bloody was ta- 
ken, tried, and executed, and Blood himfelf 
obliged to make his Efcape ; but with a full Re- 
folution to be revenged of the Duke of Ormonde 
by whofe Vigilance his Views had been difap- 
pointed, and his Brother-in-Law hanged.. But it 
was not till nine Years afterwards, that he durft 
attempt any Thing upon the Duke's" Perfon ; 
when having engaged five of his old and trufty 
Friends, on the 6th of December 1670, being aft 
well arm'd and mounted, they befet the Duke's 
Coach^ as he was paffing from St. ^ames^% Palace, 
through the long Street that leads to dflrendon- 
Houfe where the Duke then refided j and having 
knocked out the Flambeaux, and fecured the At- 
tendants, they forced the Duke out of his Coach, 
and had adlually tied him behind one of their 
AlTociaCcs, (who was to have rode with hiqfi 

without 
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without ftopping till he came to an appointed 
Place, where they were to meet him, and con^ 
fult what Advantage they could make of their 
Prifoner>) when his Grace's Porter, being apprized 
of his Matter's Danger, by a Boy who concealed 
himfelf under the Coach and efcaped, feafonably 
came to his Refcue ; but what is very furpizing, 
not one of the RuflSans were ever apprehended, 
though a thoufand Pounds Reward was offered, 
till the Attempt already related, difcovered them ; 
and then they were all pardoa'd. But to return 
from this long Digreffion, tlie other Jewels fhewn 
here, are : 

5. St. EdwartCs Staff", in lengthy four Feet 
feven Inches and a Half, and three Inches and 
three quarters in Circumference, all of beaten Gold, 
which is carried before theKingathi&Coronattonk 

6. A rich Salt-Seller of State, in Form li]^ 
the Square White Tower, and fo exquifitely 
wrought, that the Workmanfliip of inodera 
Times is in no Degree equal to it. It is of Gold, 
and ufed only on the King'is Table at the Coronar 
tion. ' 

7. The Curtana or Sword of Mercy, the 
Blade, 32 Inches long, aq4 near two broad, is 
without a Point, and is bom naked before the 
King at his Coronation, between the two Swords 
of Juftice, Spiritual and Temporal. 

8. A noble Silver Font, double gilt with Gold% 
and elegantly wrought, in which the Royal Fa- 
mily are chriftened. 

9. A large Silver Fountain, prefented to King 
Charles the Second by the Town of Plymouth^ 
ytry curioufly wrought, but far fhort of that al- 
ready defcribed. 

10. The rich Crown of State, that his Majcfty 
wears in Parliament, in which is a large Emerald 

fevea 
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fcven Inches round ; a Pearl, the fineft in the 
World ; and a Ruby of ineftlmable Value. 

II. His Royal Highnefs the Prince of JVales^s 
Oown. — Thefe two laft named Crowns, whea* 
his Majefty goes to the ParHament-Houfeare car*- 
lied by the Keeper of the Jewel-Office, attended 
by the Warders, privately in a Hackney- Coach 
to lyhiu-Hall ; there they ai«e delivered to the 
Officens, appointed to receive them, who with* 
fome Yeomen of the Guard carry them to the 
Robing Rooms, where his Majefty and the Prince 
robe themfelves. The King wears his Crown on, 
his Head as he fits upon the Throne y but that cf ' 
the Prmee of WtUes is placed before.him, to ihcw 
that he is not yet come to it. As foon as. the-^ 
King h difrobed, the two Crowns are wooft- 
duded to the Tower by the fame Pcrfons thia 
l^fiought them. 

lA^ The late Queen Mary^^ Crawii^;Gldjo»> 
ftiid Scepter, with the Diadem flib wore la pro* 
needing to her Coronation, "widi her Confert the 
late King WtUiam. 

13. An Ivory Scepter with a Dove on thcTqjff. 
wudefor'rfielasicKing 2^<7«wj the Second's Queen,- 
whofe Garniture is Goki, and the Dove on the 
Top Gold, enamelled with White;. 

14^. The Golden Spurs, and the Armillas, 
which are Bracelets for the Wrifts, very Antique,, 
jmd worn at the Coronation. 

15. Laftty, The Ampulla, or Eagle of GoM, 
ftftely engraved » which holds the Holy Oil, the 
Kings and Queens of England are aiointed with ; 
^nd the Golden SpoQn that the Bifhop pours the 
Oil into. Thcfe are two Pieces of great Antiquhy. 
The Golden Eagle, including the Pedeftal, is about 
nine Inches high, . and the Wings expand about 
&ven Inches 5 the whole wcighs^about ten Ounce*. 

The 
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The Head of the Eagle fcrcws off about the Mid- 
•^le of the Neck, which is made hollow, for bedd- 
ing the Holy Oil ; and when the King is anoint* 
ed by the Bifhop, the Oil is poured into the Spoon 
out of the Bird's Beak. 

Of this Eagle take the folio wbg. Legend : St. 
Thomas Beciety being in Difgrace at 5^/ii in Franu^ 
the holy Virgin appeared to him, and gave him a 
Stone V^effel of Oil enclofed in a Golden Eagle, 
and bid him give it toWilliam a Monk, tj carry to 
PiSfavia^ and there hide it i|i St. Gregory* % Church 
under a< great Stone, where it (hould be found for 
the Ufe of pious and profperous Kings : Accord- 
ingly Henry HI. wh^nDuke oi Lancajier, received 
it from a holy Man in France j and Richard IL 
finding it among other Jewels, endeavoured to be 
anointed with it ; but was fupplanted by Archhi- 
fliop Arundilj who afterwards anointed JHUnry iy« 
Such is the fabulous Origin of the Ampulla. 

There are in the Jewel-Office, befides^ tliofc 
commonly Ihewn, all the Crown Jewels, worn by 
the Prince and Princeiles at the Coronations, and 
a vaft Variety of Curious old Plate ; but what 
is already defcribed is fufficient to gnitify any mo- 
derate Curiofity, tho' it muft be confefled that the 
Eye can never be fatisfied with feeing, where the 
Objeds are fo worthy of Notice. 

Of theMmr. 

THERE is no dcforibbg the particular Pro- 
cefles that the different Metals undergo here 
hefore ftampt into Money. 

The 
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The Manner of Stampingis all you are permitted 
to fee, and this is very quickly performed by Means 
of an Engine, worked fometimes by four Men, 
fometimes by three. The Manner of ftamping 
Gold and Halfpence isexadlythe fame, only a lit- 
tle more Care is neceffary in the one, than in the 
other, in order to pf event Wafte. The Engine 
ivorks'by a Spindle, like that of a Printing- prcfs ; 
to the Point of virhich the Head of the Die is fixed 
with a Screw, and in a little Sort of Cup which re- 
teive^^ it, is placed the Reverfe : between thefe 
the Piece of Metal, abready cut round to the Size, 
tod, if Gold, exaSly weighed, is placed j and by 
once pulling down the Spindle with a Jerk, is 
compleatly ftamped. It is amazing to fee how 
dcxteroufly the Coiner performs this j for as faft 
as the Men that work the Engine can turn 
the Spindle, fo faft does he fupply it with Metal 
for coining, putting in the unftampt Piece with his 
Fore-finger and Thumb, and twiching out the 
ftampt with his Middle- finger. The silver and 
Gold thus ftampt is afterwards mill'd round jhe 
Edges, the Manner of performing which is a Secret 
never fliewn to any Body. 




FINIS. 
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